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24- OCH -101963


ORIGINAL
summit: 1


Bond Potted/Racol
71027


Arrest Date: 6'12'2024


BAIL BOND Arresting Officer/ Agency: DPS FORT BEND 00
THE STATE OF TEXAS Cause/Case#: 5'11'24 AW2


FORT BEND COUNTY A M -
Race Sex D.O.B.


KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS:


That we, TARAL V'PUL PATEL , as Principal, also referred to as "Defendant and the undersigned
US FIRE INSURANCE CO/ FREEBIRD BAIL BONDS will appear in the proper
coun or before the appropriate Magistrate to answer the accusationts). and as Surety are held and firmly bound unto the STATE OF TEXAS in the penal sum of
($ 20,000.00 )TWENTY THOUSAND Dollars,
and in addition thereto. we are bound for prejudgment interest at the rate of ten ( l0%) on the face amount of this bond for the payment ofall fees and expenses that may


be incurred by any peace officer in re-arresting the said Principal (Defendant) in the event any of the stated conditions of this bond are violated. We do hereby bind


ourselves, our heirs, executors, and administrator to pay' all of such sums upon any violation of such conditionts)


The Defendant is charged with a: Felony (D Misdemeanor


To WIT: ONLINE lMPRSNAT-NAME/PRSONA CREAT PG
The defendant is to appear before the below listed Court in Fort Bend County, Texas, or the appropriate court in Count)' INSTANTER.
NOW, THEREFORE, if the said Defendant shall make personal appearance before said Court, INSTANTER, as well as before any other Court to which such Defendant
ma\ be transferred and for and-all subsequent proceedings that may be had relathe to said charge, or in the course of any criminal action based upon such charge
and if the Def . , there remain from do) to day and trout term to term of said Counts) to answer said accusation against the Defendant until the Defendant lS


dischar_ - course I


e 12


Igatton s a r ome null and void otherwise to remain in tull force and effect.


: Dated t 's day of JUNE) , 20 24


/
I.


MOR SALDANA X f
l' l{l\(


(Attach copy of FDA) x
LICENSEII 143 EXP DATE 1'27'2026 PRINClF


1110 RICHMOND PKWY freebirdbbonds@gmail.com (I n s l Z",
ADDRESS


A
RICHMOND. TX 77469 281�497-7666 mow,
ClTY/STATE/ZlP/PHONE#


INDEMNITOR
**F0r out ofCounty Bonds"


THE STATE OF TEXAS INDEMNITOR'S STREET ADDRESS
COUNTY OF FORT BEND
I certify that the above surety is licensed
and in good standing in Fort Bend County. ClTY/STATE/ZIP
if this bond was presented to me. I would
accept the same.


PHONE#


SHERIFF OF FORT BEND COUNTY. TEXAS Taken and approved this the 5"" day' ol'W 2021-3


BY: BY' 41»AM
DEPUTY De y Sherifffort Bend County Sheriffs Office


'5 \TE 0'


'1


'1


Sign


SURETY


\Tl


COURT APPEARANCE INFORMATION: Thumb
Print


DATE: JULY 22, 2024 TIME? 1.00PM COURT: DISTRICT


ADDRESS. 1422 EUGENE HEIMANN CIRCLE; RICHMOND, TX 77469 281 -238-1 900


SEE ATTACHED"Additional information or Band Conditions:


Official Government document of Fort Bend County. Alteration in any form is prohibited by law and subject to prosecution.
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UNITEDSJAiTES


FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY
t.reet Greenville PA 16125 POWEROFATTORNEY POWER NO


In): 06. raonvil bA


(W) 2
mail:Countlsmesfl "125 000 00"-POWER AMOUNT S


This Power of Attorney is granted pursuant to Article [V of the By-Laws ofUNITED STATES FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY u now In full force and effect. Article IV. Execution of Instruments. Except
J aas the Board ofDirectors may authorize by resolution. the Chairman of the Board} 1' Vice?� 1 Vice" 1'


a ISecretary or any Assistant
"Secretary


shall have power on behalf of the
Corporation: (a) to execute aflix the corporate seal manually or by facsimile to. acknowledge. verlfy and deliver any contracts.- luau m in connection with its
business. including. without limiting the foregoing. any bonds. guarantees. undertakings, recognizanoes, powers of attorney or revocations of any powers ofanattorney, stipulations. policies of' Insurance, deeds.


dd


leases. mortgages releases. satisfactions and agency agreements. (b) to appornt in writing. one or more persons for any or all of the purposes mentioned in the preceding paragraph (a) including aifixrng the seal
of the Corporation Authonty ofsuch Attorney In Fact is limited to appearance bonds and cannot be construed to guarantee defendants future lawfiil conduct, adherence to travel limitations. fines. restitution.
payments or penalties of any other condition imposed by a court not specxfically related to court appearance


Tlus Power ofAttorney is for use wrth Bail Bonds only Not valid ifused in connection With Federal Bonds or Immigration Bonds This power void ifaltered
or erased vord if used With other powers of this Company or in combination with powers from any other surety company, void if used to furnish bail in
excess of the stated face amount of this power, and can only be used once


I'OflT-i'e'it" Fn e Thousand Dollars and Zero C-nt-IuThe obligation of the Company shall not exceed the sum of
and provided this Power of Attorney'is filed with the bond and retained as a part of the court records. The said Attorney-In-Fact is hereby authorized to
insert in this Power ofAttorney the name of the person on whose behalf this bond was given.


IN WITNESS WHEREOF, UNITED STATES FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY as cause these


presents
to be signed b its duly authorized officer,


proper for the purpose and its corporate seal to be hereunto affixed this 12'of
MONTH YEAR


Bond Amount 5 Gross Premium $a 1 $00�
Defendant ma/ 1/, qfd
crystalline )monsnafe lid/77¢-


"O
"\\\"'(\"MIN I'I'


Court iSfi/M' "Hun...fig, By ¢@\
"'49L/lD/l IU/I


~9):" '-¢'l
Case No. -Q-u]: 5::


09/30/2024iStareZL VOID IF NOT ISSUED BY
o" a"


If rewrite, original No. 'II, AW '\" FOR STATE USE ONLYi NOT VALID IF USED INFEDERAL COURT
Executing agent ' ''I


'E REVERS' ill] r
.4 URlT'Y BACKER







WARRANTNUMBER: é'l/-a't AK)
THE STATE OF TEXAS §
COUNTY OF FORT BEND §
269" JUDICIAL DISTRICT §


ARRESTWARRArVT


THE STATE OF TEXAS:


To any peace officer of the State ofTexas:


WHEREAS, a Complaint in writing, under oath, has been made before me by Investigator Evett Kelly, :1


peace officer employed by the Fort Bend County District Attorney's Office, which Complaint and Affidavit is
made a part hereof for all purposes, and said Complaint and Aflidavit having stated facts and information in my
opinion sufficient to establish probable cause for the issuance of this warrant.


You are hereby commanded to arrest:


TARAL VIPUI, PA'FEL
Asian/Pacific IslanderWon-His anic/Male Date ofBM


Texas Driver's License Number
Last Known Address:


Anti to safely keep him, so that you bring him before the Honorable District Court of Fort Bend County, Texas at


the Courthouse of said County in Richmond, Texas INSTANTER, then to answer the State of Texas upon a charge
based in the attached affidavit for Online Impersonation, a third degree felony offense of the Texas Penal Code.
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Bond shall be set at S 9-D \m . and the following attached conditions ofbond shall be required.


Herein fail not, but of this writmake due return, showing how you have cxecuted the same.


Ark\ 1


Witness my official signature, this the l 3 dayofjsm , ztfl'qat <6 ' 23" o'clock-g M.


It GE PR�ESiDlNGfl? 3 __'__I_'3\ __._7,H_C0URT
FORT BEND COUNTY, TEXAS


'


C35© ($9 2» _


PRINTED NAME OF J'UD(.


Page 2 of 15







WARRANTNUMBER: équfi Av.)
THE STATE OF TEXAS §
COUNTY OF FORT BEND §
268T" JUDICIAL DISTRICT §


l\)


/ BOND CONDITIONS


The SUSPECT shall smrender his/her passpon or visa to the Fort Bend County Sheriff's
Office (Bonding Office Window at the FBC Jail) prior to release. The SUSPECT shall not obtain or apply for


any supplemental or new passports or visas. If the SUSPECT does not have a passport he/she shall execute a
sworn


aflidaV
e ect andprovide it tojailpersonnelprior to release.


The SUSPEC'I' shall have NO CONTACT or attempted contact, whether in person, by
electronic communications, in writing, through a third party, or otherwise, with the Complamant, Patrick Ernst,
or the Complainant"amily members.


l'he SUSPECT shall report as directed to the Fort Bend County Community Supervision
and Corrections Department Pro-Trial Division the same business day or following business day upon release
and as directed any time afier The SUSPECT is hereby ORDERED to pay a $40 per month


Supervision/Administrative Fee to the Fort Bend County Community Supervision and Corrections
Department on the date of his/her release, and on the same date each month thereaficr until the case is


3


disposed.


(ThyECT
shall report, in person, a minimum of once permonth)


_
The SUSPECT shall not possess ANY type of firearrn, weapon, or ammunition. The


Suspect shall surrender all firearms, weapons, and ammunition in the Suspeet's possession to the Fort Bend


County Sheriff's Office (Patrol Intake Office in the FBCSO Records Lobby) between 8am and 4pm on the next
business day afler release_fiom custody. If the SUSPECT does not have any firearms, weapons, or ammunition
in the Suspect's possession, he/she shall execute a sworn afidavit to that efi'ect and provide it to jail personnel
pnor to


release/ The SUSPECT shall permit the Pre-Trial Oflicer or his/her representative to install on
the SUSPECT' S computcds)/device(s), at the SUSPECT'S expense, any hardware or sofiware systems to
monitor the computer(s)/device(s) use or prevent access to particular materials, and the SUSPECT shall
abide by all monitoring rules and shall not tamper with or attempt to disable, circumvent, or change any
aspect of the monitoring prograrn. The monitoring protocol shall not impede or interfere with
communication between the SUSPECT and his/her attorney. Any communications between the SUSPECT
and his/her attorney shall not be viewed by the individual(s) responsible for monitoring the devices, and if


5


inadvertently vi ed shall not be disclosed to anyone.
_


The SUSPECT shall not use any computer that has not been authorized for use in writing
by the Pre-TriallOficer. This condition applies to and includes, but is not limited to, computers at other


businesses,


pnxiyomes,


libraries, schools, cyber eafe's, or other public/private locations.


The SUSPECT shall not use or own any electronic device which allows Internet access
unless specifically authorized in writing by the Pre-Trial Probation Department and Pre-Tn'al Oficer. This
includes, but 1s not limited to, satellite dishes, PDA's, electronic games, web-television, Internet appliances and


cellular/digital telephones.
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8. /_ The SUSPECT shall not possess or let another individual possess an unauthorized


computer or other electronic device in his/her home.


9. The SUSPECT shall pemiit the Pre-Trial Officer or his/her representative to conduct


periodic una_ni1ounced examinations of computcr(s) and/or any equipment accessed by the SUSPECT. This
may include retrieval and copying of all memory from hardware/software and may also include removal oi
such computer(s) and/or equipment for the purpose of a more thorough inspection by probation staff' or by a


forensic analyst to .nsure compliance with this condition.


10. _The SUSPECT shall abide by all monitoring rules and shall not tamper with or attempt to
disable the monitoring program on his/her devices. The SUSPECT shall permit the periodic unannounced


inspection by the Pre-lrial Officer or his/her representative ofany such installed hardware or software to insure
it is fimctioning properly and/or has not been tampered with. Any communications between the SUSPECT
and his/her attorney shall not be viewed by the individual(s) responsible for monitoring the devices, and if
inadvertently viewed shall not be disclosed to anyone.


ll
3%


The SUSPECT shall not change or attempt to change, circumvent, or disable any
restrictions an or settings established by the Fort Bend County Community Supervision and Corrections


Department Pre-Trial Division or the Pre-Trial Officer.


12. The SUSPECT shall not use any software program, services, or devices that are designed
to hide, alter, or delete recordings/logs of computer use, lntemet activities, or files stored on the SUSPECT's
assigned computer(s). This condition includes prohibition of the use of encryption, steganography, and
cache/cookie removal software.


H. ___l/The SUSPECT shall not have another individual access the lntemet on his/her behalf to
obtain files or information which the SUSPECT 1s restricted from accessing, and the SUSPECT shall not access


any lntemet Service Provider account or other online service using someone else' 5 account, name, designation
or alias.


3%,Witness my official signature, this the i 1 day060 V'Q , 201-4.


JUDGE PRESIDING . A<t' D. :91?
FOR'I' BEND UNTY TEXASQfiQ VKSXJ'
PRINTED NAME OF JUDGE


, COURT953+


Signature ofTara] Vipul Patel (acknowledging receipt)


Date
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WARRmV'r NUMBER: "'34 AWL
COMPLAWT AND AFFIDAVIT FOR ARREST WARRANT


THE STATE 0F TEXAS §
§


COUNTY 0F FORT BEND §
§


268T" JUDICIAL DISTRICT §


IN THE NAIVIE AND BY THE AUTHORITY OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:


BEFORE ME, personally appcared Investigator Evett Kelly, a peace officer with the Fm't Bend County
District Attomey's Office, who afier being by me duly sworn, on oath deposes and says that she has good
reason to believe, and TARAL VIPUL PATEL, an Asian/Paci r/Non-Hispanic
male with date of birth nd issued Texas Driver's License beginning on or
about October 20, 2022, and continuing through May 4, 2024, in Fort Bend County, State of Texas, did then
and there unlawfully commit the criminal offense of Online Impersonation, a third degee felony offense, as
described in section 33.07 of the Texas Penal Code, when Taral Vipul Patel, without obtaining Patrick Ernst's
consent and with the intent to harm, dcfi'aud, intimidate or threaten any person, did then and there use the


persona of Patrick Ernst to: (l) create a web page using the name "Antonio Scalywag" on a commercial social
networking site, namely Facebook; or (2) post or send one or more messages using the name "Antonio
Scalywag" on or through a commercial social networking site, namely Facebook; other than on or through arr


electronic mail program ormessage board.


at
Number


AFFIANT HAS PROBABLE CAUSE FOR SAID BELIEF BY REASON 0F THE FOLLOWING
FACTS:


Affiant is Investigator Evett Kelly, a certified peace officer who has been licensed in the State of Texas
for 22 years. Affiant is employed as a criminal investigator, assigned to the Public Integrity Division of the Fort
Bend County District Attorney's Office (FBCDAO). Affiant has been employed with FBCDAO for the past
four years. Affiant has training, education, and experience investigating crimes against persons. As part of her
training and experience, Affiant has spoken with peace officers and investigators within the FBCDAO and with
other law enforcement agencies, who are knowledgeable regarding the methods and means used by individuals
who commit offenses using technology, including, but not limited to the Internet and lnternet Service Providers
sucii as social media networking websites and electronic mail providers.


Affiant's belief that the foregoing facts are true and correct is based upon her personal investigation of
the ease and her conversations with Texas Ranger Louis Caltzontzint, a certified peace officer employed by the
'l'exas Department of Public Safety. Affi ant knows that Ranger Caltzontzint has been a certified peace officer
for over 20 years and has experience investigating offenses where individuals use the lnternet and lnternet
Service Providers to commit or aid in the commission ofoffenses.


On or about October l8, 2023. Affiant received a request for investigation fiorn Fort Bend County'
Commissioner of Precinct 3, Andy Meyers. The request concerned the identity of the source of several social
media posts directed at Taral Patel. a candidate in the Democratic primary for Fort Bend County Commissioner
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Precinct 3. The request for investigation included a press release issued by Taral Patel which displayed a


collage of "racist" social media posts. Affiant observed that the press release concealed many of the uscrnames.
Affiant met with Meyer's who stated that he reviewed the press release, located the original (unredaeted) posts,
and recognized the usemame "Antonio Scalywag". Meyers told Afiiant that before Taral Patel entered the race
for' County Commissioner 3, "Antonio Scalywag" posted comments on social media attacking Meyers. Meyers
stated that he had hired an investigator who was unable to locate anyone in Fort Bend County nameti Antonie
Scalywag. Meyers requested Affiant to investigate the source of the comments to determine whether one or
more identities were misrepresented.


Affiant observed the press release to have been posted on or about September 18, 2023, on social media
platforms Faeebook (Taral Patel for Commissioner Fort Bend County 3), Twitter (@TaralVPatcl), and


lnstagram (Taralpateltx) (see below). Affiant compared the redacted images from the press release to the
unredacted posts that were provided by Meyers and observed them to appear to be the same. Affiant observed
that three of the posts included in the press release were posts by a Faeebook user named Antonio Sealywag,
one of which stated in part . .I am with Meyers ALL THE WAY. ..unlike Patel and his followers who worship
Monkey and Elephant".


umhzggzndv Meyers a RED


flooded Amertcw CHRISTIAN poem!


Cntn'e and Against "new Fore-gm
mg to YAKE AWAY my


? it) taralpateltx - Follow0' Fart Bend County. Texas


by


"°'9h "36kg DidoF° Ye
Inga"


w. you we in lc'l ( ll (bun
maeoou and (not We


c" a'"W Iran
«nowe: earning;


the We: "are I 9094",, '53 taralpateltx Since announcing my run


"a sores.Wat: "d 30d]; 1 m},
°"- 'Man you


\_ for County Commissioner. l have
Bend Yw wl'l not 'm *0 .0,' .n


w worked tirelessly to connect with the
cw". REMtMuF


. _
'Wian o,


Meme
9 'heu- 0""! to u.


oLNSIHuwM "m
youKWM'PM
:


MIA


m. "d "1" "who",mum r
diverse communities that call our


ll


urn-om"L


alive: in Christian M1200 lam mm


.
.1.


Taral .3 like a


Meyers ALL THE WAY bccwsehe
serves Jews unlike Patel and his


loltowets who worship Monkev and


communist


"' v We dont need more sand negrord .


suohumans who smell like curry and filth In


Was he even born here? Proba . '


Precinct and County home with love
and respect. Our campaign is based
on the values my family and faith have


given me: compasston. hard work. and


respect for all. As the son of
immigrants who flocked to these
shores like many before us in search
of freedom and opportunity. I


dedicated my life to giving back as an


active volunteer. commurrity member.
and lifelong public servant.


haveMy"
My TM


14 hadan" 9.030 0-


County electing-8;:h
0, "cell an our coUml'Y- GO back '°BMW You are "0"


My bottom line in developing policies
om"
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needs '0 Wt and will NEVER be a '


, and even running for office is simple -


POSSIbIo W
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Fl Bend if} Sun Cullen
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alues and cultural heritage: will this
'0 tug. ,Wd 0..., 9°00 0",,1' n Fort Bend County residents?


9" and out 0' 39h! Talleywwgl'" Pill" loves! mater
.


..


allue Ch! us ntdsso
pd en'


com 04 We


L9!
dot on yOur head. I'll wipe it o" myselt. Fon


unc Meghafl'\ monk" and"Door
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Affiant began her investigation by conducting a search ofpublic records and law enforcement databases
for the name "Antonio Scalywag" and no results returned. Affiant knows based on her training and experience
that people can create Facebook profiles using fake names or false personas.
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Affiant went to Facebook.com and searched for the profile "Antonio Scalywag." Affiant located thc
Facebook profile for Antonio Scalywag and identified it as the same one from the press release by comparing
the name and profile picture to the unredacted posts provided by Meyers. Afliant observed the posts on the


profile to be consistent with those shown to her by Meyers. Affiant observed the profile picture associated with
user Antonio Scalywag to be of a white male and female, both of whom appeared to be about thirty years of
age, with two children (see below). Affiant observed the photo to be the only profile picture associated with the


identity and persona of the Facebook user Antonio Scalywag.


AFfiant copied the profile picture used by Antonio Scalywag into an open source intemet search engine
and performed a search for similar photos. From the search returns, Afiiant identified another Facebook
account for Patrick Ernst that contained the same photo. Affiant observed Patrick Ernst's Facebook account to
havemany' photos depicting the same white male, many ofwhich included the same white female, as the profile
picture used by Antonio Sealywag. Additionally, in the results of the search for similar photos, Afliant
observed the same photo to be linked to the website TheErnstCo.eom, which advertised the services of Amy
Ernst, a professional home organizer serving Needville, Texas and other areas of Fort Bend County, Texas.


Affiant conducted a search of the name Patrick Ernst using the public data website truthfinder.com.
Affiant observed the results to show only one Patrick Ernst in Fort Bend County, Texas, who lived in Needville.
Aftiant placed a phone call to the phone number listed for the Patrick Ernst that lived in Needville and spoke to


a person who identified himself to Afiiant as Patrick Ernst (Ernst). Ernst told Affiant that he did have a


Facebook account and that someone had previously contacted him via Facebook messenger about a person
identified as Antonio Scalywag using Ernst's picture. Afiiant invited Ernst to the Fort Bend County District
Attomey's Office for an interview.


On or about February 2, 2024, Affiant met with Patrick Ernst, whose identity was later confirmed via a


search of the law enforcement database TClC/NCIC and official Texas Driver's License photo. Affiant
observed Ernst to appear to be the person in the photo used on the Facebook account of Antonio Scalywag.
Afiiant showed Ernst the photo used on the Facebook account for Antonio Scalywag, and Ernst stated that the


photo depicted himself and his wife. Ernst told Affiant that the photo was taken at a state park and was posted
on his wife, Amy Emst's, business website: TheEmstCo.com. Ernst told Affiant that in November 2023,
someone named Bassam Syed sent him a direct message on Facebook stating that Antonio Scalywag was using
Emst's photo. Ernst also showed Affiant the message fi'om Bassam Syed and Affiant observed it was consistent
with Ernst's statement.


At'fiant showed Ernst the Facebook posts by Antonio Scalywag used in the press release provided to


Affiant by Andy Meyers and Ernst denied writing them. During the meeting with Ernst, Affiant accessed the


online Facebook account for Antonio Scalywag and showed Ernst the profile, the posts, and the list of friends
on the profile. Ernst told Affiant that he did not send any of the messages or make any of the posts associated
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with his photo and the name Antonio Scalywag. Ernst told Affiant that the photo of him on Antoni()
Scalywag's profile was obtained and used without his consent and that he considered the comments by Antonio
Scalywag, using his photo, to be harmful to Emst's reputation.


On or about February l3. 2024, Affiant issued a grand jury subpoena to Meta Platforms, lnc. for the
subscriber information for the "Antonio Scalywag" Facebook account. On or about March l4, 2024, Affiant
received the Facebook records from Meta Platforms, lnc. Affiant reviewed the records, which showed the


registered email address for the Facebook user "Antonio Scalywag" as mountainuoatzrulermmail.eom.


On or about March l9, 2024, Afliant sent a grand jury subpoena to Google, LLC (Google) requesting
the subscriber information for the email address mountainuoatzrulegtzgmail.com. Affiant received records from


Googlc responsive to the subpoena on or about A ril 10, 2024. Afiiant reviewed the records and observed the
following subscriber information: TaralPatel,� and phone number� Using the Fort Bend County Appraisal District (FBCAD) website, Affiant searched the


property address and saw that it was a residence owned by
Atula Patel and Vipul H Patel. The residence was reported as their homestead.


Using law enforcement databases, Affiant located a current Texas Driver's License for 'l'aral Patel.
Affiant observed that Texas Driver's License No. was issued to Taral Vipul Patel, and listed his
emergency contacts as Atula Patel and Vipul Patel. Affiant observed his mailing address as�


Aliiant observed in Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS) records from
Ran er Caltzontzint that rior to chan in his address on 09-08-2023, Tara] Patel's physical address was listed


Affiant positively identified Taral Vipul Patel to be the same
Tara] Patel who is the candidate running for County Commissioner Precinct 3 by comparing the Texas Driver's
License photo to campaigi photos identifying him at https://www.tarzdpateltx.com.


The Google grand jury subpoena return for the account mountaingoatzruleaé'i email-win dated April 10.


2024, also included billing information. Affiant observed it to list the account holder as Taral Patel and include
the lé-digit Visa card number Affiaiit searchetl the card number using the open source
search engine Binlistnet and identified the card issuer as JP Morgan Chase Bank. On or about April 12. 2024,
Affiant sent a Grand lu sub oena to J'P Morgan Chase Bank for records identifying the customer that was
issued cardnumberfl On or abtiut May '2, 2024, JP Morgan Chase Bank produced records


responsive to the subpoena. Affiant observed the records to identify the owner of the 16-digit visa card linked
to moutaingoatzrule(d)gmail.com as:


Customer Name: TARAL PATEL
Customer Addres_s-
Phone Nomi-e:-
SSN;�
Date ofBinn�


Affiant observed the JP Morgan Chase Bank records to further identify the customer by User ID:
"taralvpatelOS" and Email Address: taralvpatel@gmail.com. Affiant knows that this email address is linked to
Taral Patel as well as other target suspect emails in this investigation (see pages 7-8). Affiant observed credit
card transactions in and around the Houston area, and in the Washington, D.C. and Arlington, VA areas


beginning in August 2021.
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The Google grand jury subpoena return also included the following online activity information:


Name: Tvpat Tvpat
Email: mountaingoatzrule@gmail.com
Last Updated Date: 2024-01-16
Last Logins: 2024�0146, 2024-01-04, 2023-05-17
Account Recovery SMS:�i_l,?S]
11' Activity:
r_.-.,.__


Timestamp IPAddI-ess Activity Tum
l


3 2024-01�16 03:46:54 Z 260]:2c21981:7c50263b1:beaa:lel3:8847 Login


Affiant searched the IP address 242601:2c2:98l:7cSO:d3bl:beaatlel3z8847 using an open source search


engine and learned that it belonged to Comcast in the Houston Metro area. Afiiant sent a grand jury subpoena
to Comcast requesting the subscriber information for the IP address. On May 21, 2024, Affiant received records
from Comcast responsive to the grand jury subpoena. Afiiant reviewed the records and learned that the
subscriber to the Comcast account was AtulaPatel,� Aftiant
noted that subscriber information matched the Texas Driver's License return of Tara] Vipul Patel.


Noting the Account Recoverv SMS (phone number) associated with the email
ntountainaoatzruleu. aruailcom was Affiant sent a grand subpoena to Google on or about


April 19, 2024, requesting it to identify all emails that use phone number� as the Accouttt


Recovery SMS. On May 20, 2024., Google responded to the subpoena. Affiant reviewed the records and
observed that phone number�was the recovery phone number for the following email accounts:


Laral.fbc'_g_tggx_n_a_il.e_on_i, taralvpatelg'c'agmail.eom, moutaingoatzrulegfigmail.com, and info(@kpgeot'ge.com. Affiant
knows based on her training and experience that the acronym SMS means short message service, which means a


cellular/mobile phone device capable of sending/receiving text messages.


J L"?


On May 7. 2024, Alliant obtained two search warrants from Judge T. Carter, of the 400th District Court,
Fort Bend County, Texas in the 268 Judicial District of Texas. One warrant was to Google for the contents of
the mountain unatzruleffuuntail.com account. The other warrant was to Meta Platforms Inc. (Facebook), for the
contents of the Antonio Scalywag Facebook account.


On or about May 14, 2024, Affiant received records from Google, in respOnse to the


mountaingoatzrulett?ui:,ail.eom search warrant. Affiant reviewed the records and observed that the device
associated with mountaingoatzruleKZtgmailcom was a Pixel 6 Pro mobile phone device. Affiant also observed
the Google records to show that in addition to mountaingoatzrulefd gmailxom, the Pixel 6 Pro mobile phone
device was associated with several other email accounts, including but not limited to: taralvpatcl(&.gmailcom.
electkpgeorge(iimai 1 .com, infofi'knueorge. com, tmaltbc@gmail.com, tpatcl itfintuitiveuecom,
kpgeorudfi kpqeprue.com, info (Ltaralpateltxcom. Affiant knows from her investigation and review of
campaign materials published by Taral Patel, that Taral Patel worked as Chief of Staff for KP. George. County
Judge for Fort Bend County, Texas at or near the time the Google records were created. Affiant looked at the


contact information available on Taral Patel for Commissioner of Precinct 3 Campaign's website


(httnsz/lwww.taralpateltx.com) and saw that the email published on the website was infofitarfipateltxcom.
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Affiant continued her review of the records from Googlc in response to the
mountaflgoatzrule nail search warrant and saw an email from Facebook to Antonio Scalywag dated


July 15, 2022 that read in part "Hi Antonio, Your Facebook password was reset on Friday, July l5, 2022 at 9:54
AM (EDT) Device: Pixel 6 Pro IP address: 38.42.l.196".


com


Affiant user] an open-source search engine to look up the lP address 38.42.l.l96 and learned that it


belonged to Starry, Inc. in the Washington, D.C. Metro area. Affiant sent a grand jury subpoena to Starry lnc.
requesting subscriber information for the 1P address. On or about May 21, 2024, Affiant received records frein
Starry Inc. responsive to the grand jury subpoena. Afflant reviewed the records and observed the following
subscriber information: Name: Tara] Patel, Address:- Phone:_ Length of Service: 06/27/2022 to 05/31/2023, and Email:
'Ifaralvpatel-"a/umail.com. Affiant noted that the email and phone number for this account are associated with
the identity of Tara] Patel across multiples credible sources, including but not limited to DPS and JP Morgan
Chase.


On or about May 16, 2024, Affiant reviewed a press release fiom Fort Bend County Judge KP. George
from February 22, 2021, that stated Taral Patel had accepted a job in Washington, D.C. and his last day would
be March 2, 2021. Affiant also used open source search tools and found a commencement program for the May
l9, 2023 graduation ceremony for George Mason University Antonin Scalia Law School, which listed Taral
Patel as a graduate. Affiant knows based on information distributed by Taral Patel's campaign that Taral Patel
asserts he worked in Washington, D.C. for the Federal Government and attended evening classes at George
Mason University Antonin Scalia Law School.


A ffiant noted that the phone number_was the account recovery phone number for multiple
emails associated with Taral Patel, and was also associated with the subscriber Taral Patel in Arlington, VA.
Affiant conducted an open source search of the phone numbei'� and found that it is a cell phone
number registered to T-Mobile. On or abmxt Mav l6, 2024, Aftiant issued a grand jury' subpoena to T-Mobile
for the subscriber information for phone number On May 24, 2024, T-Mobile responded to the


subpoena and Affiant observed that the subscribet' associated with cell phone number� is Arula
Patel.


On May 22, 2024, Affiant received records from Meta Platforms, lnc. (Facebook) in response to the
search warrant for the Antonio Scalywag Facebook account. Afliant reviewed the records and observed that the


photo of Patrick Ernst was uploaded to Antonio Scalywag's profile on or about October 20, 2022, fi'om a


mobile device using lP address: 38.42.l.l96. Afiiant knew based on her investigation that this was a Stany.
Inc. lP address that was registered to Taral Patel in Arlington, VA. Affiant located in the Facebook records the
three posts which were used in Taral Patel's press release on September l8, 2023. Afliant also observed in the
records a threat made to another user by Antonio Scalywag. From Affiant's review, it appeared that Antonio


Scalywag, afier sending the threatening message deleted the message. Affiant observed before the message was
deleted. it had been preserved by the recipient and sent back to Antonio Scalywag as a media message.


Affiant further observed in the Facebook records numerous messages and/or comments by Antonin)


Scalywag relating to the race for Precinct 3 Commissioner and its candidates. Affiant observed a series of posts
from July 2021, the month the profile was created, criticizing Commissioner Andy Meyers. Affiant observed a


series of direct messages to users, links to articles, and/or comments in 2023, challenging the qualifications of
Democratic primary candidate, Abrahini Javed. Afiiant observed a series of direct messages, posts, and/or
comments in 2023 and 2024, that were both critical of Meyers and/or appeared to support Meyers using
xenophobic language like the ones included in Taral Patel's press release. Afiiant also observed a message
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Antonit) Scalywag sent to another user in August 2023, in which Scalywag represented that he was "Precinct 3


Chairman for Andy Mcyers".


1080624790039478


Time 2023�12-18 21:29:37 UTC


Wpe Comments


SummaryAntonio Scalywag commented on Nasreen Azmat's post. 'Why are there multiple
investigations against Abrahim Javed? Is he running Because his father is giving him lot of
money to run? He has never lived in Fort Bend County but wants control Fort Bend County?
Are you part of the ethics commission investigations against Javed?
https:l/usinsider.com/controversy-surrounds-abrahim-javedscandidacyJn-fort-bendcountyi'


Antonio Scalywag commented on Muhammad Tahir Javed's post. 'Hello Mr. Muhammad Tahir Javed' My
name is Antonio Scaliton and l am Precinct 3 Chairman for Commissioner Andy Meyers It has come to
our attention that you also would like to defeat Patel. He has raised $300,000 from 600 donors now.
When are you available to meet with Mr. Commissioner Andy Meyers and myselfi'


In another direct message, Antonio Scalywag told another user he is working with the campaign of Democratic


primary candidate Abrahjm Javed and threatened to destroy the user ifhe "interfere[d] in our campaign." From
Affiant's review, it appeared that Antonio Scalywag, after sending the threatening message deleted the message.
Affiant observed before the message was deleted, it had been preserved by the recipient and sent back to


Antonio Scalywag as a media message.
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¢ Antonia Scalywag
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commissiener race.


Iampmudly work-rag WY"
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detest yo


(IF.CO191255.m'm


Based on the facts listed above, Afiiant has reason to believe and does believe that: beginning on or
about October 20, 2022, and continuing through May 4 2024, before the making and filing of this complaint in
the County of Fort Bend, in the State of Texas TARAL VIPUL PATEL, an Asian/Pacific Islander/Nou-
Hispanic male with date ofbu'th_and issued Texas Driver's License Number� did
then and there, commit the offense of Online Impersonation, a third degree felony, to wit: Taral Vipul Patel.
without obtaining Patrick Ernst's consent and with the intent to harm, defraud, intimidate or threaten any
person, did then and there use the persona of Patrick Ernst to creatc a web page using the name "Antonio
Scalywag" on a commercial social networking site, namely Facebook; and/or post or send one or more


messages using the name "Antonio Scalywag" on or through a commercial social networking site, namely
Facebook.
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Therefore, Atfiant respectfully requests the issuance of an Arrest Warrant authorizing Affiant or any
other peace officer of the State of Texas to arrest. TARAL VIPUL PATEL, an Asian/Pacific [slander/Non�


[lispanic male with date ofbirth_ and issued Texas Driver's License Number for the
offense ofOnline Impersonation, a third degree felony.


4'


\l


iN�STIG T R EVE'IT KELLkafiirlAN-i
A


201 .


XV /' bSWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED, before me on this the 1\ day ofQU r' ,_


_
Q/


,.


G SIDING
N262) ' D§%T?\)V __VCOURT
EORT BEND COUNTY, TEXAS


"k0 (Ev: \ g__ __


P
'


TED NAME OF JUDGE
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WARRANTN'UMBER: éfllfkl Ru)
THE STATE OF TEXAS §
COUNTY OF FORT BEND §
268" JUDICIAL DISTRICT §


l9


/ BOND CONDITIONS


The SUSPECT shall surrender his/her passport or visa to the Fort Bend County Sherifi' s
Office (Bonding Ofiiee Window at the PEG Jail) prior to release. The SUSPECT shall not obtain or apply for


any supplemental or new passports or visas. If the SUSPECT does not have a passport he/she shall execute a
sworn aflidavit to If e ect andprovide it tojailpersonnel prior to release.


_The SUSPECT shall have NO CONTACT or attempted contact, whether in person, by
electronic communications, in writing, through a third party, or otherwise, with the Complainant Patrick Ernst,
or the Complainant' amily members.


The SUSPECT shall report as directed to the Fort Bend County Community Supervision
and Corrections Department Pro-Trial Division the same business day or following business day upon release
and as directed any time after. The SUSPECT is hereby ORDERED to pay a $40 per month


Supervision/Administrative Fee to the Fort Bend County Community Supervision and Corrections
Department on the date of his/her release, and on the same date each month thereafter until the case is
disposed. (The shall report, in person, aminimum ofonce per month.)USPEC


__L__, The SUSPECT shall not possess ANY type of firearm, weapon, or ammtmition. The
Suspect shall surrender all firearms, weapons, and ammunition in the Suspect's possession to the Fort Bend
Courity Sheriff's Office (Panel Intake Oflice in the FBCSO Records Lobby) between 8am and 4pm on the next
business day afler release.from custody. If the SUSPECT does not have any firearms. weapons, or ammunition
in the Suspect's possession, he/she shall execute a sworn affidavit to that effect and provide it to jail personnel
pnor to rel


eas'e/
,


The SUSPECT shall permit the Pre-Trial Officer or his/her representative to install on
the SUSPECT' S computcr(s)/device(s), at the SUSPECT'S expense, any hardware or software systems to
monitor the computer(s)/device(s) use or prevent access to particular materials; and the SUSPECI shall
abide by all monitoring rules and shall not tamper with or attempt to disable, circumvent, or change any
aspect of the monitoring program. The monitoring protocol shall not impede or interfere with
communication between the SUSPECT and his/her attorney. Any communications between the SUSPECT
and his/her attorney shall not be viewed by the individual(s) responsible for monitoring the devices, and if
inadvertently vi ed shall not be disclosed to anyone


__ .. The SUSPECT shall not use any computer that has not been authorized for use in writing
by the Pre�Trial Officer. This condition applies to and includes, but is not limited to, computers at other
businesses, libraries, schools, cyber cafes, or other public/private locations.mesp11vate


The SUSPECT shall not use or own any electronic device which allows Internet access
unless specifically authorized in writing by the Pre-Trial Probation Department and Pre-Trial Officer. This
includes but is not limited to, satellite dishes, PDA's, electronic games, web-television lnternet appliances. and


cellular/digital telephones.
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8. '.,/_ The SUSPECT shall not possess or let another individual possess an unauthorizecl


computer or other electronic device in his/her home


9. The SUSPECT shall permit the Pre-Trial Officer or his/her representative to conduct


periodic unannounced examinations of computer(s) and/or any equipment accessed by the SUSPECT [his
may include retrieval and copying of all memory from hardware/software and may also include removal
such computer(s) and/or equipment for the purpose of a more thorough inspection by probation stafi' or by a


forensic analyst to 1surc compliance with this condition.


ol


10. The SUSPECT shall abide by all monitoring rules and shall not tamper with or attempt to
disable the monitoring program on his/her devices. The SUSPECT shall pennit the periodic unannounced


inspection by the Pre-' lrial Officer or his/her representative of any such installed hardware or sofiware to insure
it is functioning properly and/or has not been tampered with. Any communications hetweett the SUSPECT
and his/her attomey shall not be viewed by the individual(s) responsible for monitoring the devices, and if
inadvertently viewed shall not be disclosed to anyone.


11 The SUSPECT shall not change or attempt to change circumvent, or disable any
restrictions an or settings established by the F011 Bend County Community Supervision and Corrections


Department Pre-Trial Division or the Pre-Trial Officer.


12. The SUSPECT shall not use any software program, services or devices that are designed
to hide, alter, or delete recordings/logs of computer use lntemet activities, or files stored on the SUSPECT s


assigned computer(s). This condition includes prohibition of the use of encryption, steganography, and


cache/cookie removal software.


[3. l/The SUSPECT shall not have another individual access the lntemet on his/her behalf to
obtain files or information which the SUSPECT is restricted from accessing, and the SUSPECT shall not access


any Internet Service Provider account or other online service using someone else's account, name. designation.
or alias.


\


Witness my official signature, this the } {arday06-Q V'Q , 201�4.


JUDGE PRESIDING .


D 3+?~g.


FORT BEND UNTY TEXAS
QAELQ__H.§ ._


PRINTED NAME OF JL


«COURT4/5?"


Signature ofTaral Vipul Patel (acknowledging receipt)


Date
,
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WARRANT#__ {a Aw R5244


OFFICER'S RE'I'URN


Came to hand the l day of 73¢ , 2024, at _fi':l__\_?g__o'clock. @PM, and executed on the


1}" day of \yi»v~0_ 2024, at o'clock @M, by arresting the within


named l
7 ""2! -__


gAC \ at


in. .'___{ .-


,
t County, 7f€X€$~


__


.. __.


"iifiiri
$ t"


I actually and necessarily traveled miles in the service of this writ, in addition to any other


mileage I may have traveled in the service ofother process in this cause during the same trip.


3D


By, _I3L.,:'QN*VL 19%
OfiitcrFBeputy 775%)? 1'


A 7 ,_'County,Tcxas
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*****TO BE FILLED OUT BY ASSISTANT DISTRICT ATTORNEY AFTER THEWARRANI' IS SIGNED
BY THE JUDGE"********


POCKE'I' WARRANT INFORMATION


Date Prepared


Suspect s Name TARAL VIPUL PATEL


DOB


Charge QNLINE IMPESONATION {F3}


Date ofOffense (1);;§_-2023


Prosecutor CHARANN THOMPSON


Detective / Officer & Badge # INV. EVETT KELLY / RANGER LOUIS CALTZONZINT


Agency Name FBCDAO / TX DPS


Agency Case No. (if available) PIE 2023-002


Victim's Name PATRICK ERNST


To Assistant DA: fill out a forrn for each pocket warrant done and return to intake the next business


day,
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AFFIDAVIT OF NO WEAPONS/AMMO


?1, d
,1


/am] , DO HEREBY SWEAR
THAT I DO NOT HAVE ANY CURRENTWEAPONS/AMMUNITION.


DEFENDANT'S SIGNATURE


4L
SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED BEFOREME THIS THE I3 DAY OF


20%.
fl


JA'fi/
NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR THE/STATE OF TEXAS


r


\ .' JOSE REYES§ ' '3 Notary Pubiic, State of Texas
a4!$1
'1,


Comm. Expires 04-08-2028
'nnfl'o" Notary ID 134841386







PROBABLE CAUSE AFFIDAVIT


STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF FORT BEND


Came unto me this day. Trooper A. Pineda (name ofotficer/ deputy). a person known by me


the undersigned notary, and upon oath swears as follows:
My name is Abraham C. Pineda (name ofol'ficerldeputy). l have good reason to believe and


do believe the facts asserted below.
Affiant. A. Pineda Jaimie ofoflicen'deputy) is employed by the Texas Department of Public


Safety! (name of agency).
0n the 12 day' of June, 2024, 1 arrested Taral Vipul Patel DOB-name maintain"


for the offense of Warrant Offense-Online Impersonation wall: 6-] l-24AW2 felony! Misrepresentation


of Identity w#: 6-! l-24AWI misdemeanor ( ® Felony / E Misdemeanor) based on the


following facts:


(Listflwis (htlljusrifi' arrests, factx Ihatjustijfv search, injuries incurred propertx' recovered (with weigh! of


narcolir's 01' value ()fpraperly) DOCUMENT FACTS TO ESTABLISH EACH ELEMENTOF THE


OFFENSE.


'l'hat in Fort Bend County, Texas: At approximately' 7:13 AM on June 12th. 2024. 1. Trooper


Abrahain Pineda #15568 observed a black SUV commit the ot'fense of Speeding Over Limit on US 59 near


milepost l 14 NB. 1 activated my emergenq" equipment and conducted ( traffic sto on th" \l \' disnlaying


a 'I'XLPz� 1 identified the driver as Taral Vipul Patel, TXDl. 003�. l


advrsed Mr. Patel of an outstanding warrant he currently had out of Fort Bend County, Texas for


Misrepresentation of identity; warrant#:6-l I-24AWl. Mr. Patel had an additional warrant for Online


lmpcrsonation warrantti: 6-] l-24AW2. Both warrants were in my possession. Mr. Patel was arrested and


transported to Fort Bend County Justice Center for further investigation with the Texas Rangers. Mr. Patel


was transported and booked into Fort Bend County Jail without further incident. The vehicle was


inventoried and released to L. Angel Auto Storage located at l1384-A l-larwin, Houston. TX 77072. Three


items were seized for evidence and released to the Texas Rangers: 1.) l- Black Cell phone; 2.) 5 house


keys: 3.) wallet with credit cards.


fiTfiant's Signature


AND SWORN TO before me. the undersigned Notary Public. on this the


day of 3U . 20L"! '/SUBSCRIBED


Notary l'ubli'fin'arnd for t'te State of Texas


r368}
'\" V I"1'


."I: STEPHANIE JOSEPH
" $3 Notary Public, State of Texas


. ..... .-2n: Comm. Expites 05-13-2028
{I}, '9'" Notary ID 134897913







YJAIL.. ' '


'BOOKING RECORD FacTw F1r1H_Ce110001 CustodyJ Juve_ rm-
JID *NamPATEL,TARAL VIPUL
Bkg �N0- lk-NamPATEL , TARAL VIPUL
Adr
StTXZi Phon Phon�TypCECitySUGAR LAND
OCN AFISRNAM
Rae exM Dob A e_HaiBLKEyeBROHgt51OWgtle5EthN
So 01' Olswx Fbi Sid
Doc Pkg Typ-PrisDIS_ J�StatBOOK ClassMED5
Trustee Ks_ Dis_ Haz_ Spc_ Meal Restrict
Cnt�Vis_Cnt�Comm_Ctn9245848280__
ArV�Date06�12�2024Arv�TimellO7Arv�OffTHGOOl Days�1J1
Hours�IJ°°7°°° Bk�DateO6�12�2024 Bk-TimellO7 Bk�OffMAFOO3
Rel�Date Rel�Time Rel�Off Rel�ReasNONE
Rlto RCV�Off AFIS�NO
Event Tot-chgsZ__Un�Sen2_Sen__Hold__Sta�Hold__Fed�Hold__
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X X
x x
x x
xTyp__Key Next Mast�Re1153816l_x


XFERFLAG_ ControlMAFOO3 4241641234 JL�FKEY7°°7°°°7°
JARS


AGENCY ARREST INFORMATIONJID� Juve_ Custody_ Housing Mastr�Re11538l6l_
NamPATEL,TARAL VIPUL fimfiate06-12~20341'
Bkg-N02404956Bk-NamPATEL,TARAL VIPUL
Dr Date06�12-2024Timel2250perMAFOO3___ Proc�AgyTXO79000O
Ar�Agy TXDPSS627 Agy-Case CTN9245848280__Ar�Time07l3
Bd�Clt
Ar�Loc US�59 MP114 Dist TRSAOOZ
Ar�OffDPSTHP___Ar�Off�NamTROOPER ABRAHAM PINEDA AR-OFF-U15568_
Oth�Off Oth�Off�Nam , AR�OFF2U
Tran�OffDPSTHP___Tran�Off�NamTROOPER ABRAHAM PIN'DA TRAN-BYU15568_
Veh-StOL. ANGEL AUTO STORAGE ll384�A HARWIN,HOUSTON Ntfy�Zip77494
Ntfy�NamPATEL,ATULA Ntfy�RelMOTHERNtfy�Adr_Ntfy-St-Jtfy�Cty_ Ntfy-Phn�_
Hlth-CndWELL REMARKS


ARREAGwwwggg-


Typ__Key Next ControlSPDOOl 4241641230Recno367000__
AR-CITYSUGAR LAND___


TRNZ�BY TRN2�BYN TRNZ-BYU


JCHG
JAIL CHARGE RECORD JID_Juve_ Mas t �Re11 5 3 8 1 6 1_


NamPATEL,TARAL VIPUL Bkg�N02404956
Bk-NamPATEL,TARAL VIPUL


_
7 Jchg�Nol__TRSAOOl


Chg53 090003 Lifimmfi inpRsmT�NmxpRSONA CREAT pc;
LVlFBCtsl__Chg�StatPATopNChg�Dateo6�12-2024Chg�Time1227AthrWARR__
War~No6~11�24 AW2 War�Agy458TH DoiO6�ll�2024V�NotifyN
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Bail�OutY Bail-TypU_ Bail�Amt$20000.00__ Bail�CndRMKS Bail�Ref__


DISPOSITION INFO
Sen�Date Sen�Judg ConseC�to-Jchg�No___
Sen-Start Str�Time Sen�Yrs__Sen-Mons__sen�Days___
Fine-Cst Fine�Dys___ Fine�Pd_ Cfts Gt WT
Sen�Hrs __ Sen�Crt Zero�Gt_ Rel�Date
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Dis,-Typ ' ' Dis-Off CP_ HD_ swp_ 0TH_
DAYS�IJ , HOURS�IJ XFERFLAG_DA�Log
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Sen-Hrs __
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BOND DELIVERY AFFIDAVIT
FORT BEND COUNTY, TEXAS


Please note that this affidavit is sworn to under penalty of perjury.
FALSE STATEMENTS CAN SUBMIT YOU TO CRIMINAL PROSECUTION.


DATE: (A - i2 24� TIME:
LIABILITY LIMIT 3 : 5 00 '
I hereby authorize H I'M lit VI
TX DL or Govemment ID number:


a!
, to act on my behalf in


presenting bail bond number(s) , I . , . for
the purpose of releasing the following defendant: "Tara I VI 176! {16/ . ,


cause number(s) ,


from Fort Bend County or jail.


The undersigned individual is not a Licensee, Agent or Employee of a Bond Company and is not
being compensated in any way for pIesenting this bond(s). In addition, the undersigned
specifically agrees to hold harmless all judges, law enforcement officials, and their agents fiom
any liability that may arise in connection with the xecution or use of this Bond Delivery
Affidavit as designated above. /
Fifi/Ii" V, Pfi'e/ ,(Individual Printed Name)


AMOR SALDANA #141 , 143
(Surety Printed Name and License Number)


(lrtdividuzl'SignWiflfiepénce of Nqmw)


(Surety t'No


THE STATE OF TEXAS §
COUNTY OF FORT BEND § V97Before me, the undersigned authority, on this day personally appearedGirl/('4 A?/
(Individual), known to me to be the person whose name is subscribed to the foregoing
instrument, and acknowledged to me that he executed the same for the purpose and consideration
therein expressed.


/
GIVEN


iUNDER
MY HAND AND SEAL OF OFFICE 0 THIS THE [72


DAY OF -,201.
JASMINE NICOLE SALDANA


_Notary Public, State of Texas
.


Comm. Expires 09-14�2025


STfiTE GFiél'yEDimS331027


SN
.4
»\\
||


Il/
'0
,


LIC


,§
C §


Before me, the undeisigncd authority on this day personally appeared AMOR SALDANA


(Surety), known to me to be the person whose name is subscribed to the foregoing instrument,
and acknowledged to me that he executed the same fOI the purpose and consideiation therein
epressed


GIVE UNDE MY HAND AND SEAL OF OFFICE ON IS THE A)? '


DAY OF .
~


, 20 .


$\\:,','J',I."'Iz
JASMINE NICOLE SALDANA


Rfi:Notary Public, State of Texas
Comm. Expires 09-14-2025
new; new a3m27


24


V


LIC
{Edi'fif'B'bnd








QoaHrswr 0W2
WARRANTNUMBER: '7" I'DJl Stu L


'2024�SW-0242
THE STATE 0F TEXAS §


mnfinmCOUNTY 0F FORT BEND § 7112282


268TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT §


SEARCHWARRANT COMPELLING THE DISCLOSURE
OF STORED ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS


TO THE SHERIFF OR ANY PEACE OFFICER OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:


WHEREAS, the below signed authority, a Judge of a District Court located in Fort Bend County,
Texas, upou proper Application by the State of Texas supported by the swom Affidavit of the requesting
peace officer, Investigator Evett Kelly of the Fort Bend County District Attorney's Office, (which said
Affidavit is here nowmade a part hereof for all purposes and incorporated herein as ifwritten verbatirn within
the confines of this Warrant) through which the Court finds specific, articulable, sufficient, and substantial
facts establishing probable cause to believe that the requested records constitute evidence of the offense of
Online Impersonation, a violation of section 33.07 of the Texas Penal Code, and evidence that a particular
person(s) committed said offense.


This Warrant is Signed pursuant to Articles .18.02(a)(13) and 18B.351 � 183.359 of the Texas Code
ofCriminal Procedure and is consistent with Title 18 United States Code (U.S.C.), 2703(c)(2) and Orders the
affiant or any peace officer of the State of Texas to go straightaway and deliver to Meta Platforms, Inc, l
Meta Way, Menlo Park, CA 94025, a copy of this Warrant compelling the release of Electronic Customer
Data as defined in the Texas Code ofCriminal Procedure T.C.C.P.) Chapter l 8B pertaining to the Facebook
account Surendran Pattel (Profile ID� for the time period ofaccount creation to July l,
2024.


YOU ARE THEREFORE COMMANDED to forthwith search the place therein named, to wit: Meta
Platforms Inc., with the authority to search for and to seize and/or agents ofMeta Platforms, Inc. are hereby
compelled to search for, seize, and to turn over the following records and information that are held in
electronic stora e b Meta Platforms Inc. pertaining to the Facebook account Surendran Pattel (Profile
ID for the time period of account creation to July l, 2024:


Said Electronic Customer Data is more particularly described as:


1. Basic subscriber information, including but not limited to: the user identification number, full
name, e-mail addresses associated with the subscriber(s), current and past physical addresses
(including city, state, and zip code), screen names, websites, any and all registered mobile
telephone numbers associated with the listed account, account or log-on names, Internet Protocol
(IP) addresses associated with the listed account, and other personal identifiers;


2. Information about the subscriber's use of Facebook, including but not limited to: billing
information, credit card information including account name, account number and expiration date
used in conjunction with this account, types of services utilized by the subscriber and the lengths
of such services or any other identifying or pertinent records relating to the subscriber, account
application information, account access information, user logon information (including secondary
user logon names), account usage reports, and any other information both in electronic customer







10.


Il.


12.


l3.


l4.


15.


16.


17.


data and written record format, that records the activities of these accounts relating to the
subscriber's use of the services offered by Facebook (Meta Platforms, Inc);


All records pertaining to communications between Facebook and any person regarding Surendran
Pattel's Facebook account (Profile lD� including contacts with support services
and records of actions taken;
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Screen names the account holder has added to his/her account, the service they are associated with,
and whether these names are hidden or visible 0n the account;


4


Other accounts and all account information thatmay be associated with Surendran Pattel (Profile5


ID- afier it has been identified;


An information that would aid in the identification ofwho created the Surendran Pattel (Profile
Facebook account;


6
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Alternate names the account holder has on the account, including by way of example but not
limitation, nicknames or aliases;


Email addresses added by the account holder, including email addresses that may have
subsequently been removed;
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A list of IP addresses, dates and times associated with logins and logouts to Facebook account
Surendran Pattel (Profile ID_ or any related/connected Meta Platforms, Inc.,
Instagram, or WhatsApp accounts;


Expanded Subscriber Content, including by way of example but not limitation, profile contact
information, status update history, shares, notes, wall postings, fiiend listings to include friends,
Facebook user names or IDs, future and past events; date and time stamp of account creation, most
recent logins;


Stored active sessions, including date, time, device, IP address, machine cookie and browser
information;


Third-party applications (or "apps") the account holder subscribes to;


A history of the conversations the account holder had on Facebook or Facebook Messenger;


All records of communications and messages sent or received by the account holder or through
other associated accounts, including but not limited to all direct messages, all chat logs, Facebook
messenger communications, video or audio calls and any archived messages;


Places the account holder has checked into;


A list of people who follow the account holder, including by way of example but not limitation,
user name and account information;


A list of people the account holder follows, including by way of example but not limitation, user
name and account information;







l8.


l9.


20.


21.


22.


23.


24.


25.


26.


27.


28.


29.


30.


31.


32.


33.


Pending, sent and received fn'end requests, including by way of example but not limitation, user
name and account information;


A list of the account holder's friends and close friends, including name, Facebook ID, and
Facebook account name;


A list of addresses where the account holder has logged into his/her Facebook (Meta Platforms,
Inc.) account;


The last location associated with an update on this account;


A list of the accounts this account holder has linked to his/her Facebook (Meta Platforms, Inc.)
account;


All archived stories or posts;


All posts, photo(s), video(s), or other items "saved" by the account holder;


All saved highlights or highlight stories;


All comments or likes that the account holder has made on another user's post, story, photo, video,
or status update;


Networks or groups (affiliations with schools or workplaces) that the account holder belongs to on
Meta Platforms, Inc.;


A list of pages this account holder administers;


Mobile phone numbers the account holder has added to her account, including by way of exalnple
but not limited to verified mobile numbers he/she has added for security purposes;


Photographs, in their original format, the account holder has uploaded to his/her account or shared,
as well as, temporary and stored photographs the account holder has shared via chat. The
photogaphs should include metadata information, including but not limited to, the date and time
the photo was taken, GPS coordinates, make, model and possibly serial number of the device used;


Videos, in their original format, the account holder has uploaded to his/her account, or shared, as
well as, temporary and stored videos the account holder has shared via chat. The videos should
include metadata information, including by way of example but not limitation, the date and time
the photo was taken, GPS coordinates, make, model and possibly serial number of the device used;


Posts by the account holder to his/her own timeline, including by way of example but not


limitation, photos, videos, and status updates;


Posts to someone else's timeline or profile by the account holder, including by way of example
but not limitation, photos, videos and status updates;







34. All contacts associated with the usemame whether derived from a mobile device phonebook or
address book, associated Facebook account, or manually searched for and added;


35. A11 device information associated with the Facebook account including, but not limited to,
International Mobile Equipment Identifiers (IMEIs), Mobile Equipment Identifiers (MEIDs),
International Mobile Subscriber Identities (IMSIs), and Unique Device Identifiers (UDIDs);


36. All images, photos, and videos including all photos uploaded by that user ID and all photos
uploaded by any user that have that user tagged in them. Said images, photos, and videos shall
include all associated geotags whether derived from user keywords or tags or obtained from the
Global Positioning System or other location services of a mobile device;


37. All activity logs for the account and all other documents showing the user's posts, keywords and


tags annotated by the user, keywords and tags the user posted to other Facebook accounts and


images, and the keywords and tags of other users posted to the target Facebook account and


images; and


38. All linked social media accounts including, but not limited to Facebook, WhatsApp, Twitter, and
lnstagram accounts and the username and/or user identification number for those accounts.


39. A1] linked Meta accounts associated with Surendran Pattel (Profile ID_ or its
verified email account taral@,movetexas.org, including any other Meta accounts listing
taral@movetexas.org as a Verified email address or alternate email address or listing the phone
number�as a verified phone number or alternate phone number.


IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that said records are to be delivered to the Applicant/Affiant, Investigatg Evett
Killv'at 1442 Eugene Heiman Circle, Richmond, Texas 77469, within 15 business days after the date of
service or by electronic mail to evett.kellv@fortbendcountvtx.gov. If e-mail is not available/possible, that
the providers provide the required data electronically on a common storage medium, such as CD-ROM
(compact disc read only memory) discs, and/or flash drive. Also, that all providers provide, when possible
and so requested, all requested data in ASCII, comma separated values (.csv), or fixed length (SDF)
format. This is to include that any and all records/data will be provided in all available formats of data,
upon request, to include, but not limited to, documents/files currently produced in Microsofi Word,
Microsoft Excel, PDF (portable document format), CSV (comma separated value), and/or other electronic
formats. Further, that upon the specific request ofAffiant and/or the Fort Bend County District Attorney's
Office, that any provided data, including account specific, be provided by the necessary providers in a
business records affidavit format that complies with the laws of the State of Texas.


IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Meta Platforms. Inc. including any of its employees or agents, is also
ordered to retain, indefinitely, hard and sofi copies of all records and/or data provided as a result of this
Warrant.


IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the requesting law enforcement agency compensate Meta Platforms, Inc.
at the prevailing rate for expenses incurred directly relating to compliance with this Warrant.


IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Meta Platforms. Inc. including any of its employees or agents, may not
disclose to any person the existence of this warrant for an indefinite period, as any notification or
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disclosure to any person of the existence of this warrant will have an adverse result as defined by Texas
Code of Criminal Procedure (T.C.C.P1 Chapter 18.B, Subchapter K, Art 18B.501 and 18 USC 2705b.
Irrespective of California Penal Code Chapter 3.6 Section 1546 et al, this prohibition from notice to
ANYONE has no expiration date. The probable cause set forth by the attached Affidavit contains evidence
and suspicion of the crime ofOnline Impersonation, which is contrary to the laws and peace and dignity of
the State ofTexas.


IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Meta Platforms. Inc. SHALL notify the submitting agency, named
investigator, and submitter of this process, in writing, 15 days prior to providing NOTICE to ANYONE
so that additional legal process can be obtained.


IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Meta Platforms Inc., shall verify the authenticity of the customer data,
contents ofcommunications, and other information produced in compliance with this warrant by including
with the information the affidavit fonn, provided by the authorized peace officer serving this warrant,
completed and sworn to by a person who is a custodian of the information or a person otherwise qualified
to attest to its authenticity that states that the information was stored in the course of regularly conducted
business ofMeta Platforms Inc., and specifies whether it is the regular practice ofMeta Platforms, Inc..
to store that information.


IN THE NAME AND BY THE AUTHORITY OF THE STATE OF TEXAS


HEREIN FAILNOT, as the peace officer to whom this warrant is delivered you shall execute it without delay
and within eleven whole days and due retum make by faithfully completing the form attached hereto


designated for such purpose.


.


SEED
AND ENTERED on this the l day of6 Q\\3 , 2024 at 3'0?0'clock


.M.
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THE STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY 0F FORT BEND
268TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT


WARRANT NUMBER: 1 T \JQAX 5W1/


60
3m


m


APPLICATION FOR SEARCHWARRANT FOR
STORED ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS


I.


COMES NOW, the State ofTexas, by and through the requesting peace officer, Investigator Evett
Kelly, and requests that a search warrant be sigted, pursuant to Arts. 18.02 (a) (13) and 18B.351- 183.359
of the Texas Code ofCriminal Procedure, and, in accordance with, Title 18 United States Code (U .S.C.)
2703(a) requiring the herein named electronic communications provider to furnish all Meta Platforms, Inc.
account records for Facebook account holder: Surendran Pattel (Profile ID from
account creation to July l, 2024, including:


l. Basic subscriber information, including but not limited. to: the user identification number, full
name, e-mail addresses associated with the subscriber(s), current and past physical addresses


(including city, state, and zip code), screen names, websites, any and all registered mobile
telephone numbers associated with the listed account, account or log-on names, Internet Protocol
(lP) addresses associated with the listed account, and other personal identifiers;


Information about the subscriber's use of Facebook, including but not limited to: billing
information, credit card information including account name, account number and expiration date
used in conjunction with this account, types of services utilized by the subscriber and the lengths
of such services or any other identifying or pertinent records relating to the subscriber. account
application information, account access information, user logon information (including secondary
user logon names), account usage reports, and any other information both in electronic customer
data and written record format, that records the activities of these accounts relating to the
subscriber's use of the services offered by Facebook (Meta Platforms, Inc.);


All records pertaining to communications between Facebook and any person regarding Surendran
Pattel's Facebook account (Profile ID including contacts with support services
and records of actions taken; .
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Screen names the account holder has added to his/her account, the service they are associated with,
and whether these names are hidden or visible on the account;


4


Other accounts and all account information that may be associated with Surendran Pattel (Profile
ID� after it has been identified;


5


Any information that would aid in the identification ofwho created the Surendran Pattel (Profile
ID� Facebook account;


Alternate names the account holder has on the account, including by way of example but not


limitation, nicknames or aliases;
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ll.


12.


13.


l4.


1 5.


l6.


17.


18.


19.


'


Facebook account name;


20.


2].


22.


23.


24.


Email addresses added by the account holder, including email addresses that may have
subsequently been removed;


8:


A list of IP addresses, dates and times associated with logins and logouts to Facebook account
Surendran Pattel (Profile ID� or any related/connected Meta Platforms, Inc.,
Instagram, or WhatsApp accounts;


Expanded Subscriber Content, including by way of example but not limitation, profile contact
information, status update history, shares, notes, wall postings, friend listings to include fi'iends,
Facebook user names or IDs, future and past events; date and time stamp of account creation, most
recent logins;


Stored active sessions, including date, time, device, IP address, machine cookie and browser
information;


Third-party applications (or "apps") the account holder subscribes to;


A history of the conversations the account holder had on Facebook or Facebook Messenger;


All records of communications and messages sent or received by the account holder or through
other associated accounts, including but not limited to all direct messages, all chat logs, Facebook
messenger communications, video or audio calls and any archived messages;


Places the account holder has checked into;


A list of people who follow the account holder, including by way of example but not limitation,
user name and account information;


A list of people the account holder follows, including by way of example but not limitation, user
name and account information,


Pending, sent and received friend requests, including by Way of example but not limitation, user
name and account information;


A list of the account holder's friends and close friends, including name, Facebook ID, and


A list of addresses where the account holder has logged into his/her Facebook (Meta Platforms,
lnc.) account;


The last location associated with an update on this account;


A list of the accounts this account holder has linked to his/her Facebook (Meta Platforms, Inc.)
account;


All archived stories or posts;


All posts, photo(s), video(s), or other items "saved" by the account holder;







25.


26.


27.


28.


29.


30.


31.


32.


33.


34.


35.


36.


37.


38.


All saved highlights or highlight stories;


All comments or likes that the account holder has made on another user's post, story, photo, video,
or status update;


Networks or groups (affiliations with schools or workplaces) that the account holder belongs to on
Meta Platforms, Inc.;


A list of pages this account holder administers;


Mobile phone numbers the account holder has added to her account, including by way of example
but not limited to verified mobile numbers he/she has added for security purposes;


Photographs, in their original format, the account holder has uploaded to his/her account or shared,
as well as, temporary and stored photographs the account holder has shared via chat. The
photographs should include metadata information, including but not limited to, the date and time
the photo was taken, GPS coordinates, make, model and possibly serial number of the device used;


Videos, in their original format, the account holder has uploaded to his/her account, or shared, as
well as, temporary and stored videos the account holder has shared via chat. The videos should
include metadata information, including by way of example but not limitation, the date and time
the photo was taken, GPS coordinates, make, model and possibly serial number of the device used;


Posts by the account holder to his/her own timeline, including by way of example but not
limitation, photos, videos, and status updates;


Posts to someone else's timeline or profile by the account holder, including by way of example
but not limitation, photos, videos and status updates;


All contacts associated with the username whether derived from a mobile device phonebook or
address book, associated Facebook account, or manually searched for and added;


All device information associated with the Facebook account including, but not limited to,
International Mobile Equipment Identifiers (IMEIs), Mobile Equipment Identifiers (MEIDs),
International Mobile Subscriber Identities (IMSIs), and Unique Device Identifiers (UDIDs);


All images, photos, and videos including all photos uploaded by that user ID and all photos
uploaded by any user that have that user tagged in them. Said images, photos, and videos shall
include all associated geotags whether derived from user keywords or tags or obtained from the
Global Positioning System or other location services of a mobile device;


All activity logs for the account and all other documents showing the user's posts, keywords and


tags annotated by the user, keyWords and tags the user posted to other Facebook accounts and


images, and the keywords and tags of other users posted to the target Facebook account and


images; and


All linked social media accounts including, but not limited to Facebook, WhatsApp, Twitter, and
lnstagram accounts and the username and/or user identification number for those accounts.







39. All linked Meta accounts associated with Surendran Pattel (Profile ID� or its
verified email account taral@movetexas.org, including any other Meta accounts listing
taral@movetexas.or as a verified email address or alternate email address or listing the phone
number a verified phone number or alternate phone number.


Affiant asserts that the requested records and information from Meta Platforms, Inc. (Facebook), a
stored electronic communications and/or stored electronic customer data provider doing business in the
State of Texas, under a contract or under the terms of a service agreement with a citizen of the State of
Texas, are held in electronic storage by Meta Platforms, Inc. Affiant further asserts that the requested
records and information will constitute evidence that a specific offense has been committed or constitute
evidence that a particular person(s) committed the offense.


Affiant filrther requests that the service provider be ordered not to disclose the fact of this
Application or potential Search Warrant as its disclosure could cause an adverse result for this ongoing
investigation such as flight of the suspect, tampering with evidence, or tampering with witnesses.


ll.


The stored electronic communications and/or stored electronic customer data provider is Meta
Platforms, Inc. (Facebook). Affiant knows that Meta Platforms, Inc. holds in electronic storage
electronic customer data regarding Facebook because Meta Platforms, Inc. owns Facebook. Meta
Platforms, Inc. (Facebook) may be contacted for service of process and execution of the search warrant
requested herein by serving Meta Platforms, Inc. at Attn: Law Enforcement Response Team, Meta
Platforms, Inc., I MetaWay, Menlo Park, CA 94025.


III.


The suspect account in question is Meta Platforms, Inc. and/or Facebook account "Surendran
Pattel" (User ID_.


IV.


AFFIDAVIT OF REQUESTING PEACE OFFICER


AFFIANT'S BELIEF IS BASED UPON THE FOLLOWING FACTS:


Affiant is Investigator Evett Kelly, a certified peace officer who has been licensed in the State of
Texas for 22 years. Affiant is employed as a criminal investigator, assigned to the Public Integrity Division
of the Fort Bend County District Attomey's Office (FBCDAO). Affiant has been employed with
FBCDAO for the past four years. Affiant has training, education, and experience investigating crimes
against persons. As part of her training and experience, Affiant has spoken with peace officers and


investigators within the FBCDAO and with other law enforcement agencies, who are knowledgeable
regarding the methods and means used by individuals who commit offenses using technology, including,
but not limited to the Internet and Internet Service Providers such as social media networking websites
and electronic mail providers.







Affiant's belief that the foregoing facts are true and correct is based upon her personal investigation
of the case and her conversations with Texas Ranger Louis Caltzontzint, a certified peace officer employed
by the Texas Department of Public Safety. Affiant knows that Ranger Caltzontzint has been a certified
peace officer for over 20 years and has experience investigating offenses where individuals use the Internet
and lntemet Service Providers to commit or aid in the commission of offenses.


On or about October 18, 2023, Affiant received a request for investigation from Fort Bend County
Commissioner of Precinct 3, Andy Meyers. The request concerned the identity of the source of several
social media posts directed at Tara] Patel, 3. candidate in the Democratic primary for Fort Bend County
Commissioner Precinct 3. The request for investigation included a press release issued by Tara] Patel
which displayed a collage of "racist" social media posts. Affiant observed that the press release concealed
many of the usemames. Affiant met with Meyers who stated that he reviewed the press release, located
the original (unredacted) posts, and recognized the usemame "Antonio Scalywag". Meyers told Affiant
that before Taral Patel entered the race for County Commissioner 3, "Antonio Scalywag" posted
comments on social media attacking Meyers. Meyers stated that he had hired an investigator who was
unable to locate anyone in Fort Bend County named Antonio Scalywag. Meyers requested Affiant to


investigate the source of the comments to determine whether one or more identities were misrepresented.


Affiant observed the press release to have been posted on or about September 18, 2023, on social
media platforms Facebook (Taral Patel for Commissioner � FOi-t Bend County 3), Twitter (@TaralVPatel),
and lnstagram (Taralpateltx) (see below). Affiant compared the redacted images from the press release
to the unredacted posts that were provided by Meyers and observed them to appear to be the same. Affiant
observed that three of the posts included in the press release were posts by a Facebook user named Antonio
Scalywag, one of which stated in part ". . .I am with Meyers ALL THE WAY. . .unlike Patel and his
followers who worship Monkey and Elephant".
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Affiant began her investigation by conducting a search ofpublic records and law enforcement
databases for the name "Antonio Scalywag" and no results returned. Affiant knows based on her


training and experience that people can create Facebook profiles using fake names or false personas.


Affiant went to Facebook.com and searched for the profile "Antonio Scalywag." Afiiant located
the Facebook profile for Antonio Scalywag and identified it as the same one from the press release by
comparing the name and profile picture to the unredacted posts provided by Meyers. Affiant observed
the posts on the profile to be consistent with those shown to her by Meyers. Affiant observed the profile
picture associated with user Antonio Scalywag to be of a white male and female, both ofwhom appeared
to be about thirty years of age, with two children (see below). Affiant observed the photo to be the only
profile picture associated with the identity and persona of the Facebook user Antonio Scalywag.


Affiant copied the profile picture used by Antonio Scalywag into an open source intemet search
engine and performed a search for similar photos. From the search returns, Affiant identified another
Facebook account for Patrick Ernst that contained the same photo. Affiant observed Patrick Emst's
Facebook account to have many photos depicting the same white male, many ofwhich included the same
white female, as the profile picture used by Antonio Scalywag. Additionally, in the results of the search
for similar photos, Affiant observed the same photo to be linked to the website TheErnstCo.com, which
advertised the services of Amy Ernst, a professional home organizer serving Needville, Texas and other
areas of Fort Bend County, Texas.


Affiant conducted a search of the name Patrick Ernst using the public data website truthfindercom.
Affiant observed the results to show only one Patrick Ernst in Fort Bend County, Texas, who lived in
Needville. Affiant placed a phone call to the phone number listed for the Patn'ck Emst that lived in
Needville and spoke to a person who identified himself to Affiant as Patrick Ernst (Ernst). Ernst told
Affiant that he did have a Facebook account and that someone had previously contacted him via Facebook
messenger about a person identified as Antonio Scalywag using Emst's picture. Affiant invited Ernst to
the Fort Bend County District Attomey's Office for an interview.


On or about February 2, 2024, Affiant met with Patrick Ernst, whose identity was later confirmed
via a search of the law enforcement database TCIC/NCIC and official Texas Driver's License photo.
Affiant observed Ernst to appear to be the person in the photo used on the Facebook account of Antonio
Scalywag. Affiant showed Ernst the photo used on the Facebook account for Antonio Scalywag, and Ernst
stated that the photo depicted himself and his wife. Ernst told Affiant that the photo was taken at a state


park and was posted on his wife, Amy Emst's, business website: TheEmstCo.com. Ernst told Affiant that
in November 2023, someone named Bassam Syed sent him a direct message on Facebook stating that


ll







Antonio Scalywag was using Emst's photo. Ernst also showed Affiant the message from Bassam Syed
and Affiant observed it was consistent with Emst's statement.


Affiant showed Emst the Facebook posts by Antonio Scalywag used in the press release provided
to Affiant by Andy Meyers and Ernst denied writing them. During the meeting with Ernst, Affiant
accessed the online Facebook acoount for Antonio Scalywag and showed Ernst the profile, the posts, and
the list of friends on the profile. Ernst told Affiant that he did not send any of the messages or make any
of the posts associated with his photo and the name Antonio Scalywag. Ernst told Affiant that the photo
of him on Antonio Scalywag's profile was obtained and used without his consent and that he considered
the comments by Antonio Scalywag, using his photo, to be hairnfiil to Emst's reputation.


On or about February 13, 2024, Affiant issued a grand jury subpoena to Meta Platforms, Inc. for
the subscriber information for the "Antonio Scalywag" Facebook account. On or about March l4, 2024,
Affiant received the Facebook recOrds from Meta Platforms, Inc. Affiant reviewed the records, which
showed the registered email address for the Facebook user "Antonio Scalywag" as


mountaingoatzrulegrggmail.com.


On or about March 19, 2024, Affiant sent a grand jury subpoena to Google, LLC (Google)
requesting the subscriber information for the email address mountaingoatzrule@gmail.com. Affiant
received records from Google responsive to the subpoena on or about April 10, 2024. Affiant reviewed
the records and observed the following subscriber information: TaralPatel,�


and phone number Usin the Fort Bend Count A raisal District
(FBCAD) website, Affiant searched the property address
and saw that it was a residence owned by Atula Patel and Vipul H Patel. The residence was reported as
their homestead.


Using law enforcement databases, Affiant located a current Texas "Driver's License for Tara] Patel.
Affiant observed that Texas Driver's License No as issued to Taral Vipul Patel, and listed
his emer enc contacts as Atula Patel and Vipul Patel. Affiant observed his mailing address as


Affirm observed rd Texas odpdrrrrrerr or public Sardry (DP
records from Ranger Caltzontzint that rior to Chan in his address on 09-08-2023, Taral Patel's physical


Affirm podrrrdy rddrrdfird Tara] vrpd
Patel to be the same ara Pate w o is t e can 1 ate running for County Commissioner Precinct 3 by
address was listed as


comparing the Texas Driver's License photo to campaign photos identifying him at
https://www.taralpateltxcom.


The Google grand jury subpoena retum for the account mountainaoatzrulet'rttgmaiLoom dated


April 10, 2024, also included billing information. Affiant observed it to list the account holder as Taral
Patel and include the 16-digit visa card number Affiant searched the card number
using the open source search engine Binlist.net and identified the card issuer as JP Morgan Chase Bank.
On or about April 12, 2024, Affiant sent a Grand J sub oena to JP Morgan Chase Bank for records
identifying the customer that was issued card On or about May 2, 2024, JP
Morgan Chase Bank produced records responsive to the subpoena. Affiant observed the records to


identify the owner of the l6-digit visa card linked to moutaingoatzrulefibgrnail.com as:


Customer Name: TAR.1\L PATEL
Customer Address:
Phone Number:
SSN:�
Dale ofBirth;�


number


l2







Affiant observed the JP Morgan Chase Bank records to further identify the customer by User ID:
"taralvpatelOS" and Email Address: taralv ate] t mail.com. Affiant knows that this email address is
linked to Tara! Patel as well as other target suspect emails in this investigation (see below). Affiant
observed credit card transactions in and around the Houston area, and in the Washington, D.C. and


Arlington, VA areas beginning in August 2021.


'l'he Google grand jury subpoena return also included the following online activity information:


Name: Tvpat Tvpat
Email: mountaingoatzrule@gmail.com
Last Updated Date: 2024-01-16
Last Logins: 2024-01-16, 2024-01-04, 2023-05-17
Account Recovery SMS:�[US]
lP Activity:


Affiant searched the IP address 2601:2c22981:7c50rd3b1:beaa21e1318847 using an open source
search engine and learned that it belonged to Comcast in the Houston Metro area. Afiiant sent a gand
jury subpoena to Comcast requesting the subscriber information for the IP address. On May 21, 2024,
Afiiant received records fiom Comcast responsive to the grand jury subpoena. Affiant reviewed the
records and learned that the subscriber to the Comcast account was Atula Patel,� Affiant noted that subscriber information matched the Texas Driver's License
return of Taral Vipul Patel.


Noting the Account Recovery SMS (phone number) associated with the email
mountaingoatzrule(t§gmail.comwas� Affiant sent a grand jury subpoena to Google on or
about April 19, 2024, requesting it to identify all emails that use phone number as the
Account Recovery SMS. On May 20, 2024, Goo le responded to the subpoena. Affiant reviewed the
records and observed that phone was the recovery phone number for the following
email accounts: tara1.fbc@grnail.com, taralvpatelgqbmailcom, 1noutaingoatzmle@gm.ail.com, and


infogzy.@george.com. Affiant knows based on her training and experience that the acronym SMS means
short message service, which means a cellular/mobile phone device capable of sending/receiving text


messages.


0n May 7, 2024, Affiant obtained two search warrants from Judge T. Carter, of the 400'" District
Court, Fort Bend County, Texas in the 268 Judicial District ofTexas. One warrant was to Google for the
contents of the mountaingoatzrulegcfigmail.coni account. The other warrant was to Meta Platforms Inc.


(Facebook), for the contents of the Antonio Scalywag Facebook account.


On or about May .14, 2024, Affiant received records from Google, in response to the
mountaingoatzrulefiiamail.com search warrant. Affiant reviewed the records and observed that the device
associated with mountaingoatzruleflmnail.com was a Pixel 6 Pro mobile phone device. Affiant also
observed the Google records to show that in addition to 1nountaingoatzmle@gmail.com. the Pixel 6 Pro
mobile phone device was associated with several other email accounts, including but not limited to:
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Timestamp IPAddress Activity Type


2024-01-16 03:46:54 Z 2601 2c22981:7c502d3b1:beaa:1e13:8847 Login


number







taral'vpatel@gmail.con1. e.lectkpgeoge@mnaiLoom, infoftbkngeormcom. taralfbcébmilfiom,
{patclgcgintuitiveg'0.00111, Lggeome®kpgeorgc.coxn. info@tara1pateltx.com. Affiant knows from her
investigation and review of campaign materials published by Tara] Patel, that Tara] Patel worked as Chief
ofStaff for K.P. George, County Judge for Fort Bend County, Texas at or near the time the Google records
were created. Affiant looked at the contact information available on Taral Patel for Commissioner of
Precinct 3 Campaign's website (https://www.taralDateltx.com) and saw that the email published on the
website was info@taralpateltx.com.


Affiant continued her review of the records fi'om Google in response to the� search warrant and saw an email from Facebook to Antonio Scalywag
dated July 15, 2022 that read in part "Hi Antonio, Your Facebook password was reset on Friday, July
15, 2022 at 9:54 AM (EDT) Device: Pixel 6 Pro IP address: 38.42.l.l96".


Affiant used an open-source search engine to look up the IP address 38.42.l.196 and learned that
it belonged to Starry, Inc. in the Washington, D.C. Metro area. Affiant sent a grand jury subpoena to


Starry Inc. requesting subscriber information for the IP address. On or about May 21, 2024, Affiant
received records fiom Starry Inc. responsive to the grand jury subpoena. Affiant reviewed the records
and observed the followin subScriber information: Name: Taral Patel, Address:��, Phone:_ Length of Service: 06/27/2022 to


05/31/2023, and Email: Taralvpatelaagrnail.com. Affiant noted that the email and phone number for this
account are associated with the identity ofTaral Patel across multiples credible sources, including but not
limited to DPS and JP Morgan Chase.


On or about May 16, 2024, Affiant reviewed a press release from Fort Bend County Judge K.P.
George from February 22, 2021, that stated Taral Patel had accepted a job in Washington, D.C. and his
last day would be March 2, 2021. Affiant also used open source search tools and found a commencement
program for the May 19, 2023 graduation ceremony for GeOrge Mason University Antonin Scalia Law
School, which listed Taral Patel as a graduate. Affiant knows based on information distributed by Taral
Patel's campaign that Tara] Patel asserts he worked in Washington, D.C. for the Federal Government and
attended evening classes at George Mason University Antonin Scalia Law School.


Affiant noted that the phonenumber� was the account recovery phone number for
multiple emails associated with Taral Patel, and was also associated with the subscriber Tara] Patel in
Arlington, VA. Affiant conducted an open source search of the phone number and found
that it is a cell phone number registered to T-Mobile. On or about May 16, 2024, Affiant issued a grand
jury subpoena to T-Mobile for the subscriber information for phonenumber� On May 24,
2024, T-Mobile


resionded
to the subpoena and Affiant observed that the subscriber associated with cell


phonenumber


On May 22, 2024, Affiant received records fi'om Meta Platforms, Inc. (Facebook) in response to
the search warrant for the Antonio Scalywag Facebook account. Affiant reviewed the records and
observed that the photo ofPatrick Ernst was uploaded to Antonio Scalywag's profile on or about October
20, 2022, from a mobile device using IP address: 38.42. l .196. Affiant knew based on her investigation
that this was a Starry, Inc. IP address that was registered to Taral Patel in Arlington, VA. Affiant located
in the Facebook records the three posts which were used in Taral Patel's press release 0n September 18,
2023. Affiant also observed in the records a threat made to another user by Antonio Scalywag. From
Affiant's review, it. appeared that Antonio Scalywag, afier sending the threatening message deleted the


message. Affiant observed before the message was deleted, it had been preserved by the recipient and
sent back to Antonio Scalywag as a media message.
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Afiiant also observed in the records fiom Meta Platforms that Antonio Scalywag became
"Faccbook Friends" with user Surendran K. Pattel (ID on July 28, 2021. Affiant
knows Surendran K. Pattel is the elected judge for the 240 District Court in Fort Bend County from
various interactions in the course ofher employment and because his photo hangs on the wall in the Fort
Bend County Justice Center where Affiant works. Affiant recognized the profile Surendran K. Pattel (ID� to be Judge Pattel's profile based on the photo. Affiant saw that Antonio Scalywag
made several comments on user Surcndran K. Pattel ID 's posts that were
complimentary to user Surendran K. Pattel (ID ). Affiant also observed a series of
direct messages between user Surendran K. Pattel (ID� and Antonio Scalywag
beginning in August 2021. Affiant observed that the conversation was friendly in nature until January
2022, when it appeared that user Surendran K. Pattel (ID was upset with something
Antonio Scalywag had posted publicly. Affiant observed no further communication until November 2023
when Antonio Scalywag sent several messages to user Surendran K. Pattel (ID ) and
made an attem t at a phone call using Facebook messenger to user Surendran K. Pattel (ID


but received no response.


On or about June 12, 2024, Affiant learned from Garrett Chapman that Taral Vipul Patel was
arrested pursuant to Arrest Warrants # 6-11-24 AWl and 6-11-24 AW2 signed June 11, 2024, by Judge
Chad Bridges of the 458'" District Court in Fort Bend County, Texas. Affiant learned that at the time of
Taral Patel's arrest, he was in possession of a black Googlc brand cell phone. Affiant learned that Taral
Patel identified the last four digits of the cell phone number as '-. On June 12, 2024, Judge Bridges
issued a search warrant for the seized phone. Affiant learned fi'om Ranger Chapman that the phone was
forensically examined by Texas Department of Public Safety Investigator Andrew Lott. Affiant received
a preliminary device report from Inv. Andrew Lott that contained user accounts and associated URLs that
were stored on the phone. Affiant observed a Facebook account listed for "Surendran Pattel" (User ID


) that was associated with the email Taralgrgrnovetexas.org.


On or about June 24, 2024, Affiant searched Facebook for "Surendran Pattel" (User ID
and noted that it was a different profile from Surendran K. Pattel (ID�. Affiant observed that this second profile. "Surendran Pattel" (User ID�, also contained a photograph of Judge Surendran Pattel in the 240'" District Court, Fort


Bend County, Texas. Affiant observed that the profile picture was u dated on December l8, 2023.
Affiant also observed on the account for "Surendran Pattel" (User ID that the account
only followed two other accounts, "Nikita Khambe" and "Re-Elect Commisioner Andy Meyers" and had
no other public information available.


On or about July 1, 2024, Affiant and Ranger Garrett Chapman interviewed Judge Surendran K.
Pattel. Jud e Pattel was shown a screenshot of the Facebook profile "Surendran Pattel" (User ID


. Judge Pattel identified the photo on the profile as a photo ofhim and the same photo
Jud e Pattel uses on his personal Facebook profile, which he identified as Surendran K. Pattel (ID_. Judge Pattel stated that he did not create the profile "Surendran Pattel" (User ID


and he did not authorize anyone else to create the rofile on his behalf. Judge Pattel
stated that the Facebook profile "Surendran Pattel" (User ID was created using his
name and displaying his photo without his consent. Judge Pattel was asked whether he was associated
with the email Taral@rnovetexas.org, and Judge Pattel stated that he was not. Judge Pattel showed
Affiant his true and authentic account and Affiant saw that the username was "Surendran K. Pattel" (lD


, the account displayed the same rofile hoto a h, and had much more content and
active engagement than "Surendran Pattel (User ID


IS







"Surendran Pattel" (User ID for the entirety of its contents, from the time the account
was created to the issuance of this warrant, would yield pertinent information that would constitute
evidence of the offense(s) ofOnline Impersonation (Texas Penal Code 33.07) or evidence that a panicular
person(s) committed the offense ofOnline Impersonation (Texas Penal Code 33.07). Affiant reasonably
believes that all the account's contents are material to this investigation because the account was created
using Judge Pattel's name and persona without his consent, thereby making every action taken on the
account evidence of the offense ofOnline Impersonation or evidence that a particular person committed
said offense.


Based upon all the
foreioini


information, Affiant believes that a search of the Facebook account


Based upon the foregoing information, there is probable cause to believe that evidence ofOnline
Impersonation will be found within Meta Platforms, Inc. (specifically the social media platforin of
Facebook). Based on Affiant's training and experience, Affiant has reason to believe that by securing the
requested information related to this Meta Platforms, Inc. (Specifically the social media platform of
Facebook) account will lead Affiant to information important to this criminal inVestigation and subsequent
prosecution of the crimes stated within this affidavit.


Subscriber information that includes names, e~mail address, recent logins and time stamps for
activity would identify the suspect('s). Expanded subscriber content like profile contact information, status
updates, shares, notes, wall postings, and friend listings would help identify the suspect(s) further and


possible associates in the crime pictured with the suspect(s). Stored active session content including the
date, time, device, IP addresses, machine cookies and browser information stored by Facebook would help
identify how and where the suspect(s) use his/her phone or computer. Current and past address(es)
associated with the account will help identify where the suspect(s) reside to place them at or near the
crimes. Alternate names on the account will help further identify the suspect(s). Third-party applications
or "apps" that use Facebook, link to Facebook, or that pull information fiorn Facebook, will be helpful in
identifying further information the suspect(s) used to commit the offenses. History of conversations the
suspect(s) had on Facebook could be evidence of coordinating the events of the crime or posts. Places the
account holder has checked into will help identify the locations the suspect(s) have been to track and
coordinate movements establishing that a suspect was in control of the account at the time the posts were
made. Credit card information that may be stored with Facebook could be evidence of the identity of the
suspect(s). E-mail addresses connected to the account would be evidence to help further identify the
suspect(s). Events the account holder has been invited to or joined will be evidence ofhow the suspect(s)
lives or help identify additional suspects. Friends the account holder has indicated as family would help
identify the suspect(s)' connections and possibly identify the suspect(s) who are thus unidentified. The
list of followers could be evidence of accomplices in the crime. The list of individuals and accounts the
suspect(s) follows could help identify accomplices. A list of the account holder's fiiends could be
evidence of accomplices. Any location data including check-ins, addresses, pins, likes ofbusinesses that
are kept by Facebook would be evidence of the suspect(s)' movements and actions before, during, and
after the commission of the crimes. A list of accounts the account holder has linked to Facebook or apps
the account holder has given Facebook (Meta Platforms, lnc.) access to could provide evidence of
additional applications the suspect(s) used to coordinate and execute the offense. The list of lP Addresses
used to login and logouts to this Meta Platforms, Inc. account will provide evidence of account holder and
location information. Archived messages could be evidence of communications with accomplices.
Mobile phone numbers associated to the account would point to potential devices the suspect(s) used in
the commission of the murder. Photographs and videos posted to the account help identify the suspect(s)
and how the suspect(s) looked during periods the suspect(s) committed the crime, and could be evidence
of the crime itself. The associated information gathered by Meta Platforms, Inc. like date, time, GPS
location, and device used including serial numbers, makes, and models to the upload images and videos
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would help identify devices used to help commit the murder. Additional screen names the account holder
has linked to the account could lead to additional evidence about the suspect(s) or accomplices with the
suspect(s).


Affiant has both training and experience in the investigation of crimes involving the use of stored
eleCtronic communications and stored electronic customer data services. Affiant has also had
conversations with other .law enforcement officers, including Texas Ranger Garrett Chapman, who have
experience and training in the investigation of crimes involving the use of stored electronic and stored
electronic customer data services. Affiant knows the following through her training, experience, and
conversations with other law enforcement officers:


1. Affiant knows fi'om training and experience that social media records such as those held by Meta
Platforms, Inc. (Facebook) may support evidence of current, on-going, future, and past criminal
activity. Affiant knows that such information may be used to identify victims, witnesses,
associates, and co-conspirators.


From Affiant's review of publicly available information provided by Facebook about its service,
including Facebook's "Terms of Use" policy, "Data" policy, and "Information for Law
Enforcement", Affiant is aware of the following about Facebook and about the information
collected and retained by Meta Platforms, Inc. (Facebook). Facebook is owned by Meta
Platforms, Inc. and operates a free-access social-networking website of the same name that can be
accessed at http://www.facebook.com. Facebook allows users to create their own profile pages,
which can include a short biography, a photo of themselves, and other information. Users can
access Facebook through the Facebook website or by using a special electronic application ("app")
created by the company that allows users to access the service through a mobile device or tablet.


2


Facebook permits users to post photos to their profiles on Facebook and otherwise share photos
with others on Facebook, as well as certain other social-media services, including 'Flickr,
Instagram, Tumblr, and Twitter. When posting or sharing a photo on Facebook, a user can add to
the photo, a caption; various "tags" that can be used to search for the photo (e.g., a user made add
the tag #Chevy so that people interested in Chevrolet vehicles can search for and find the photo);
location information; and other information. A user can also apply a variety of "filters" or other
visual effects that modify the look of the posted photos. In addition, Facebook allows users to
make comments on posted photos, including photos that the user posts or photos posted by other
users of Facebook. Users can also "[ike" photos.


3


Upon creating a Facebook account, a user must register an email address and create an account
password. This information is collected and maintained by Facebook. Facebook also requests
users to provide basic identity and contact information upon registration and also allows users to


provide additional identity information for their user profile. This information may include the
user's full name, e-mail addresses, and phone numbers, as well as potentially other personal
information provided directly by the user to Facebook. Once an account is created, users.may also
adjust various privacy and account settings for the account on Facebook. Facebook collects and
maintains this information.


4


Social networking sites, including Facebook, which allow users to establish online accounts, create
profiles, and invite others to access profiles as friends are susceptible to fabrication and


5


manipulation.







10.


11.


12.


13.


14.


Facebook allows users to have "friends," which are other individuals with whom the user can share
information without making the information public. Fn'ends on Facebook may come from either
contact lists maintained by the user, other third-party social media websites and information, or
searches conducted by the user on Facebook profiles. Facebook collects and maintains this
information. .
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Facebook also allows users to "follow" or "Friend" another user, which means that they receive
updates about posts made by the other user. Users may also "unfollow" or "Unfriend" users, that
is, stop following them or block them, which prevents the blocked user from following that user.
Facebook also allows users to .post and share various types of user content, including photos,
videos, captions, comments, and other materials. Facebook collects and maintains user content
that users post to Facebook or shared through Facebook.
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Facebook users may send photos, videos, and messages to select individuals or groups via
Facebook Messenger. information sent via Facebook Messenger does not appear in a user's feed,
search history, or profile. Users on Facebook may also search Facebook for other users or
particular types of photos or other content.
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For each user, Facebook also collects and retains information, called "log file" information, every
time. a user requests access to Facebook, whether through a web page or through an app. Among
the log file information that Facebook's servers automatically record is the particular web requests,
any Internet Protocol ("IP) address associated with the request, type of browser used, any
referring/exit web pages and associated URLs, pages viewed, dates and times of access, and other
information.


Facebook also collects and maintains "cookies," which are small text files containing a string of
numbers that are placed on a user's computer ormobile device and that allows Facebook to collect
information about how a user uses Facebook. For example, Facebook uses cookies to help users
navigate between pages efficiently, to remember preferences, and to ensure advertisements are
relevant to a user's interests.


Facebook also collects information on the particular devices used to access Facebook. In
particular, Facebook may record "device identifiers," which includes data files and other
information that may identify the particular electronic device that was used to access Facebook.
Facebook also collects data from device settings including GPS location, camera, photos, and more
specific device identifies such as [MEI (International Mobile Equipment Identity), MEID (Mobile
Equipment Identity), and UDID (Unique Device Identifier).


Facebook also collects other data associated with user content. For example, Facebook collects
any "hashtags" associated with user content (i.e., keywords used), "geotags" thatmark the location
of a photo and which may include GPS data such as latitude and longitude information, comments
on photos, and other information.


Facebook also may communicate with the user, by email or otherwise. Facebook collects and
maintains copies of communications between Facebook and the user.


As explained herein, information stored in connection with a Facebook account may provide
crucial evidence of the "who, what, why, when, where, and how" of the criminal conduct under
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investigation, thus enabling investigators to establish and prove each element or alternatively, to
exclude the innocent from further suspicion.


15. A Facebook user's account activity, [P log, stored electronic communications, and other data
retained by Facebook, can indicate who has used or controlled the Facebook account. This "user
attribution" evidence is analogous to the search for "indicia of occupancy" while executing a
search warrant at a residence. For example, profile contact information, direct messaging logs,
shared photos and videos, and captions (and the data associated with the foregoing, such as geo-
location, date and time) may be evidence of who used or controlled the Facebook account at a
relevant time. Further, Facebook account activity can show how and when the account was
accessed or used. For example, as described herein, Facebook logs the Intemet Protocol (1P)
addresses from which users access their accounts along with the time and date. By determining
the physical location associated with the logged lP addresses, investigators can understand the
chronological and geographic context of the account access and use relating to the'crime under
investigation. Such information allows investigators to understand the geographic and
chronological context of Facebook access, use, and events relating to the crime under
investigation.


l6. Additionally, Facebook builds geo-location into some of its services. Geo-location allows, for
example, users to "tag" their location in posts and Facebook "friends" to locate each other. This
geographic and timeline information may tend to either inculpate or exculpate the Facebook
account owner. Last, Facebook account activity may provide relevant insight into the Facebook
account owner's state of mind as it relates to the offense under investigation. For example,
information on the Facebook account may indicate the owner's motive and intent to commit a
crime (e.g., information indicating a plan to commit a crime), or consciousness of guilt (e.g.,
deleting account information in an effort to conceal evidence from law enforceinent).


Affiant knows fiom her training, experience, and consultation with other certified peace officers
that Meta Platforms, Inc., located at l Meta Way, Menlo Park, CA 94025, is a provider of an electronic
communications service/remote computing service. Affiant knows from her training and experience that
this company provides access to a worldwide computer network, commonly known as the Internet, to
individuals and/or other users who have a subscription to, membership with, or affiliation with their
company, organization or commercial service. Meta Platforms, Inc., also provides web hosting, e-
mail/messaging services, image/video storage services, access solutions, etc. to its customers in which
Meta Platforms, Inc., reserves and/ormaintains computer disk storage space on its own computer system
servers for the use of the subscribers/customers/users associated with its company. Information contained
on this previously mentioned storage space is Electronic Customer Data as defined in Texas Code of
Criminal Procedure (T.C.C.P.) Chapter 18 andmay include electronic communications (commonly known
as e-mails and or messages) between subscriber(s) and other parties, graphic image and/or text files,
lntemet history or Internet hyperlinks, file transfer protocol logs, website access logs, programs and other
types of data or information stored in electronic form(s). Providers of electronic communications
services/remote computing services, such as Meta Platforms, Inc., also maintain records pertaining to the
individuals and/or other users who have subscriber accounts with their company. This information can
include registration information, account application information, credit card or other billing information,
account access information, user logon information (including secondary user log on names), account
usage reports, e-mail transaction information, news group access and posting information and other
information both in computer data and written record fonnat that records the activities of these accounts
relating to the subscriber's use of the services offered by the provider.
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Affiant knows from her training, experience, and consultation with other law enforcement officers
that an I.P. address is a unique number assigned to a computer when that computer accesses the Intemet.
LP. addresses allow computers on the Internet to locate, contact, and communicate with other computers
via the Internet network. An I.P. address refers to a unique number used by a computer to access the
Internet; it is unique in the sense that no two users can have the exact same LP. address at the same time.
Every computer ormachine that is on the Internet has a unique I.P. address. If a computer ormachine does
not have an I.P. address, it is not really on the Internet. Internet Service Providers (ISPs) are companies
that provide individuals and other companies with access to the Internet, commonly for a fee, through
telephone, cable, or satellite connections. Some ISPs also offer an extensive online array of services of
their own apart from the rest of the Internet, such as e-mail access, newsgroup access, instant message
chat, etc. Companies such as Internet Service Providers or Web Hosting Services doing business on the
Internet commonly obtain a block or series of I.P. addresses. Using a specific type of software, the I.P.
address assigned to the computer can be subsequently traced to the Internet Company providing the I.P.
address. A request to the ISP, usually in the forrn of a subpoena, can reveal the subscription information
that the ISP receives when establishing service to the customer, including name, billing address, address
of service, and form and method of payment for the service. Affiant knows through her training and
experience that an I.P. address is an accurate technique to find the method of Internet connection for an
individual accessing the Internet. The service providers for I.P. addresses keep accurate records that can
be traced back to specific accounts if they are provided with accurate dates and times of use. Affiant is
aware that a dynamically assigned I.P. address is subject to periodic change; however, in in speaking with
othermore eXperienced law enforcement officers in this area, Affiant is aware that I.P. addresses assigned
by Com'cast do not change on a regular basis. Affiant is aware that some I.P. address may be static and
that static .[.P. address do not change periodically. Corresponding to a particular [P Address is the
Universal Resource Locator (hereinafter referred to as a URL), which is the address of the site in a text
format. Uniform Resource Locator (URL) specifies the location of and is the address of a file or resource
accessible on the Internet. An IP address may look something like "67.15.2501" A URL may look
something like http://www.vahoo.com.


As a result ofthe above-mentioned training and experience, and in speaking withmore experienced
investigators, Affiant has learned that people can use these social media profiles to mask their true
identities and ofien utilize several different profiles to engage in acts ofonline impersonation.


By nature ofMeta Platforms, Inc. being an Internet service provider, it is realized that many other
individuals, organizations, businesses, and other entities utilize this company's services and have no
association with the subject investigation. These other unnamed individuals, organizations, businesses,
and other entities may have various amounts of information maintained in various forms with Meta
Platforms, Inc. with a reasonable expectation ofprivacy. It is Affiant's intent that the search conducted at
Meta Platforms, Inc. be as least intrusive as possible to complete this search as it relates the offense(s) of
Online Impersonation, Misrepresentation of Identity, and/or True Source of Communication. Further, it
is Affiant's intent to use whatever means or methodology on hand to conduct this search with limited or
no interruption of the service provided to these other unnamed individuals. It is for these reasons that
Affiant requests that Meta Platforms, Inc. locate and isolate the above named information on their servers
and make a copy of such information in a readable format to provide to Affiant for review as part of this
investigation.


Affiant further requests that Meta Platforms, Inc. be precluded from disclosing the existence of
this warrant to any person. Affiant believes that a serious adverse result as defined by T.C.C.P Article
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lSB.501(c) would arise if Meta Platforms, Inc. was not precluded from notification to any
customer/subscriber. Specifically, Affiant believes that because this case involves one or more suspects
masking their identities online that disclosure would lead to tampering with witnesses and evidence.


Affiant hereby notifies Meta Platforms, Inc., that an executed affidavit is required and requests
that Meta Platforms, lnc. be ordered to provide said executed affidavit along with any responsive customer
data, contents of communications, and other information produced in compliance with the warrant.


All information noted in this affidavit for search warrant has been related to Affiant by the


person(s) and/or source(s) attributed or referenced. Affiant further believes in good faith that the
information provided herein to be true, correct, and worthy ofcredibility. Because the sole purpose of this
affidavit is to establish probable cause that a criminal offense has occurred, not every relevant fact known
to me, or to other investigators, is included within. Rather, only those facts necessary to establish probable
cause have been discussed.


An exact copy of the warrant will be served to Meta Platforms, Inc. personnel, either by telephonic
facsimile transmission, electronic mail (email) transmission, or by uploading the warrant to the provider's
law enforcement compliance portal, who will be directed to produce those account records and
communications in its possession. The information requested should be readily accessible to Meta
Platforms, Inc. by computer search, and its production should not prove to be burdensome.


Affiant knows the disclosure of transactional and subscriber records and information is regulated
by the Electronic Communications Privacy Act (ECPA), specifically found in Title 18 U.S.C., Section
2701, et seq. The ECPA requires the disclosure of content of an electronic communication held by an
electronic communication or remote computing service pursuant to a state search warrant, and Title 18


U.S.C. Section 2703(g), states the presence ofan officer is not required for service or execution of a search
warrant issued requiring the disclosure by a provider of electronic communications service or remote


computing service of the contents of an electronic communication.


Affiant believes that Meta Platforms, Inc. holds information and evidence related to the above
described account identifier/s and that said information constitutes evidence of the above enumerated


offense(s) or evidence that particular person(s) committed the ab0ve enumerated offense(s) and that it is
held in electronic storage by the named service provider.


Based on the information gathered in this investigation thus far, Affian't feels that the information


provided by Meta Platforms, Inc. for records relating to the Facebook account "Surendran Pattel" (User
ID�) could bematerial to the Affiant's investigation. Based on the information set forth in
this affidavit, Affiant believes specific, articulable, sufficient, and substantial facts exist establishing probable
cause to believe that the requested records constitute evidence of the offense(s) of Online Impersonation
(Texas Penal Code 33.07), or evidence that 'a particular person(s) committed the offense of Online
Impersonation (Texas Penal Code 33.07).


WHEREFORE, PREMISES CONSIDERED, Affiant respectfully requests that a warrant issue


authorizing Affiant, or any other peace officer ofFort Bend County, Texas, to search the aforesaid location
or compel an a ent ofMeta Platforms, Inc. to search Facebook account identifier "Surendran Pattel"
(User ID held in their custody with authority to search for and to seize any and all
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property, items, and contraband set out earlier in this Affidavit that constitutes evidence of the offense(s)
ofOnline Impersonation, which is a violation of section 33.07 of the Texas Penal Code.


As required under California Penal Code § 1524.2(c), I attest that the evidence sought in this
warrant is not related to an investigation into, or enforcement of, a "prohibited violation," as defined .in
California Penal Code § 629.51. "Prohibited violation" under that section means "any violation of law
that creates liability for, or arising out of, either of the following. providing, facilitating, or obtaining an
abortiOIl that Is lawful under California law; [or] intending or atternpting to provide, facilitate, or obtain
an abortion that is lawful under California law."


lly, AFFIAN ~


Investigator vett


'57
SWORN AND SUBSCRIBED To BEFORE ME on this the / day of Ju \V\ 2024.


. /CJ/J
HONORABLE PRESIDING JUDGE


4K 67$ DISTRICT COURT
FORT BEND COUNTY, TEXAS


+L


FILED mc:
ED NAME OF JUD


JUL 02 2024 1»


l3
JF'ZZ'QM.['1'


CLERK"{WéfflCOURT. FORTZBEND 00.. TX
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WARRANT NUMBER:


THE STATE OF TEXAS §
COUNTY OF FORT BEND §
268TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT §


RETURN AND INVENTORY


The undersigned Affiant, being a Peace Officer under the laws of Texas and being duly sworn, on
oath certifies that the


foregoingf7
evvde tiary search warrant came to hand on the day it was issued and that


it was executed on the If? day of ,2024, by making the search
directed therein and seizing during such search the follo g described property:


FIANT


' .a' $1
SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO before me, the undersigned authority, on this the I day of


CHILL} ,2024.


flixi iii/w (Yuk/Lax
PUBLIC OF THE STATEMXAS
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HERLINA NANEZ
NOTARY PUBUC. STATE OF TEXAS OMRY
Notary ID #125555503


"a 1, 2028ires





